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Week Ending Friday, November 10, 1989 


Remarks at the Bicentennial 
Convocation at the Phillips Academy in 
Andover, Massachusetts 


November 5, 1989 


Thank all of you very much on this beau- 
tiful fall day. My thanks to our headmaster, 
Don McNemar. I was accompanied here by 
two Members of the United States Con- 
gress, fellow alumni of Phillips Academy, 
Congressman Tony Beilenson and Congress- 
man Andy Ireland, who are out here some- 
place. But I just want to introduce them. 
And to the board of this great school, to our 
outstanding faculty, to the students, admin- 
istrators, the entire Andover family and 
community, and friends, I am just delighted 
to be back here. I’m sorry Barbara isn’t 
with me. I know that’s why this crowd is so 
big. [Laughter] But she didn’t feel so hot. 
She’s doing okay. But she just had a bad day 
yesterday, and so, she couldn’t make it. But 
she sends her love and affection. 

I want to thank you for this chance to 
visit—and revisit—the site of so many won- 
derful memories for me and to celebrate 
such an historic moment in the life of this 
academy, because as Don said, it was 200 
years ago to this very day that the founder 
of our country visited one of this country’s 
oldest academies. And George Washington 
would later write fondly of Andover. And in 
that vein legend says that he kissed a young 
girl at the Andover Inn. [Laughter] It is 
reported that she never washed that cheek 
again. [Laughter] But now, I can’t bear 
living testimony to his visit, but I can speak 
very briefly of my time here. I loved those 
years. They did, indeed, teach the great 
end and real business of living. And even 
now its lessons of honesty, selflessness, faith 
in God—well, they enrich every day of our 
lives. 

You remember, I’m the guy that said 
Pearl Harbor Day was on September 7. I 
want to clear that up—{/aughter]|—because 
it was right about here, where that guy in a 
red coat is standing, that I heard that our 


country was at war on December 7th, 1941. 
And it was over there, in Cochran Chapel, 
that in June of 1942, a graduate of Phillips 
Academy gave our commencement ad- 
dress—Henry Stimson. He was then Secre- 
tary of War, and he observed how the 
American soldier should be brave without 
being brutal, self-reliant without boasting, 
becoming a part of irresistible might with- 
out losing faith in individual liberty. I never 
forgot those words. 

For 211 years, Phillips Academy has em- 
bodied the qualities that Secretary Stimson 
alluded to. And it has shown how we are 
“one nation under God.” It has inculcated 
into its sons and daughters a sense of serv- 
ice to country and a sense of service to 
others. Each day I’m reminded of this. This 
is the message of our years here and the 
message with which I close. Without God’s 
help we can do nothing. With God’s help 
there is nothing we cannot do, for our chil- 
dren and for the world. 

Thank you for inviting me. God bless you, 
and God bless the United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:45 a.m. in 
Samuel Phillips Hall. Following his re- 
marks, he participated in a tree-planting 
ceremony. 


Remarks to the Board of Trustees of 
the Phillips Academy in Andover, 
Massachusetts 


November 5, 1989 


Thank you all. Excuse the slight delay. I 
was out there talking to the captain of An- 
dover’s victorious football team, Tony Pitt- 
man. I don’t know whether he came in 
with us. Is he there? I want to show him off 
to you guys that came here with me. Small 
but fast—{laughter|—tough. I don’t know 
where he went. Is he coming? Tony, get up 
here now. I need them to see my excuse for 
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my being late. I don’t want to embarrass 
him. Stay there. 

I single him out, not to embarrass the 
poor guy, which I probably have just done, 
but to make a point about this school. One 
of the things that I, at least, got an awful lot 
out of was the athletic program. And I saw 
my old mentor, Frank DiClemente, sitting 
in the front row there. And I thought, my 
gosh, I haven’t even left the place; he looks 
just the same as he did back in those highly 
competitive days. 

But I want to thank Headmaster Don 
McNemar for arranging a wonderful visit, a 
fine reunion, if you will. Again, I want to 
single out the two Congressmen that were 
here with me, back here, Andy Ireland and 
Tony Beilenson, standing way in the back 
there, as enthusiastic as I about the return 
to Andover Hill. And of course, to the 
board and to Tim Ireland, who really did a 
lot of the planning on this and working out 
the schedule—old friend. And of course, 
David Underwood, whom I’ve known for 
years, fellow Houstonian, now serving so 
unselfishly as chairman of this board. 

And again, I don’t want to miss by failing 
to emphasize the affection I have for mem- 
bers of the faculty, present and past. We 
did a little interview a minute ago with not 
only the editor of the Phillipian but from 
the Lawrence paper. And I pointed out that 
those of us who studied here were privi- 
leged to be taught by outstanding faculty. 
And it’s still, I’m sure, just exactly that way. 

I’m very sorry Barbara’s not here. She 
just didn’t feel well. But she’s doing well. 
And I’m very, very proud of her. And she 
had been looking forward to this very 
much. 

I was going through the yearbook the 
other day. It said something about: Captain 
Bush was a powerful batter at the plate. It’s 
marvelous how little time takes care of a lot 
of myths, you know. [Laughter] But, free- 
dum of the press—we’re all for that. 
[Laughter] And those of you from Washing- 
ton, I hope you'll note it. 

I emphasized in that little interview we 
had the importance of friendships. Doesn’t 
matter whether you’re President of the 
United States or a senior at Phillips Acade- 
my or just beginning here or whatever. 
Friendships matter. And the friendships you 
make here last you for the rest of your life, 
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and I’m grateful for that. Some other things 
don’t change. Kindness doesn’t change. The 
education and service that is embodied in 
the Phillips Constitution—talk about—it 
says: Both goodness and kindness form the 
noblest character and lay the surest founda- 
tion of usefulness to mankind. And many 
young people have passed through these 
halls since those words were written. And 
yet, Andover’s mission—excellence in edu- 
cation—remains as true in 1989 as it was 
when President Washington visited Phillips 
Academy 200 years ago to this very day. 

The Andover Mission states that educa- 
tion has always been the great equalizer 
and uplifter. And that, public or private, 
large or small, the schools of America are 
precious centers of intellectual challenge 
and creativity. And yet, they’re more than 
that. For it is in school, as it was for me 
here at Phillips Academy, that we come to 
understand real values: the need to help 
the less fortunate, make ours a more 
decent, civil world. 

As a student, for example, I remember 
we had in those days the Society of Inquiry, 
it was called. Community service. We did 
drives, sponsored by what was then known 
as the Society of Inquiry. And today, you 
have the Blue Key and the Community 
Service Program. All three reflect service to 
nation and service to neighbor. 

And as a student, too, I learned, as I said, 
about education through some absolutely 
outstanding teachers. I don’t like to single 
them out, but I was talking to Don about it. 
And I think my favorite was Dr. A.B. Dar- 
ling. He lived right around the corner. We 
always tried to avoid his house, because you 
were summoned over there if you did real 
bad. [Laughter] But I learned from the dis- 
cipline of his classes, and it’s gone on for 
years and years in this great institution. 

Today, as Don observed a few minutes 
ago, a new generation of teachers are help- 
ing to challenge and inspire. Excellence in 
education—a belief that we were put on 
Earth to help others. And back in the early 
forties, this formed the essence and charac- 
ter of Phillips Academy. And you can still 
feel its power today. For Phillips has much 
to be proud of as it enters a brand-new 
decade. Its curricula has never been more 
extensive. Its exchange program is broaden- 
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ing its horizons. Its minority recruitment 
and scholarship programs have brought a 
new vital diversity to the student body, and 
keeping Phillips such a special, even won- 
drous place. A place where we forge friend- 
ships for life with faculty, housemasters and 
ministers, administrators, and yes, our class- 
mates. 

Even the father of our country was im- 
pressed by Phillips Academy. As he wrote 
his nephew, and Don referred to some of 
this, in a letter after visiting the communi- 
ty: “Schooling, board, washing, and lodging 
will not much, if any, I am told, exceed $2 a 
week for each boy.” Now, costs have 
changed a little since then. [Laughter] 
Quality has not. And in the capable hands 
of this headmaster, of this faculty, of the 
board, it will not. 

And so, thank you for ensuring Andover’s 
excellence, making one of America’s oldest 
academies one of America’s finest acade- 
mies. And thank you very much from the 
bottom of my heart for what has been a 
joyous occasion, one I shall not forget. And 
I'll go back to work tomorrow feeling uplift- 
ed in knowing that I have the friendships 
that really make a difference. Thank you 
very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in 
Borden Gymnasium. In his remarks, he re- 
ferred to Frank DiClemente, faculty 
member emeritus, and David Underwood, 
chairman of the board of trustees. 


Appointment of William D. Fritts, Jr., 
as an Executive Branch Commissioner- 
Observer on the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 


November 6, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint William Douglas Fritts, Jr., 
as an Executive Branch Commissioner-Ob- 
server on the Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. He would succeed 
Louis F. Laun. 

Mr. Fritts served as Senior Advisor on 
Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs 
at the Department of Commerce. Prior to 
this, he served as director of political affairs 


for the Health Insurance Association of 
America, 1985-1989; Senior Assistant to the 
Commissioner for the Social Security Ad- 
ministration, 1985; Senior Advisor to the 
Secretary at the Department of Health and 
Human Services, 1984-1985; and manager 
for Federal Government relations for Philip 
Morris, Inc., 1982-1984. He was Special As- 
sistant to the Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Legislation at Health and Human Services, 
1981-1982; executive assistant/legislative 
director to Senator Robert Dole, 1979- 
1981; assistant director of the Joint Republi- 
can Leadership Office and special assistant 
to House Minority Leader John Rhodes, 
1977-1979; and floor assistant to the Repub- 
lican Cloakroom at the United States House 
of Representatives, 1975-1977. 

Mr. Fritts graduated from the University 
of Vermont (B.A., 1974). He was born No- 
vember 13, 1950, in Glen Gardner, NJ. Mr. 
Fritts currently resides in Arlington, VA. 


Appointment of Stephen J. Hadley as 
an Executive Branch Commissioner- 
Observer on the Commission on 
Security and Cooperation in Europe 


November 6, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Stephen John Hadley as an 
Executive Branch Commissioner-Observer 
on the Commission on Security and Coop- 
eration in Europe. He would succeed 
Ronald F. Lehman II. 

Since 1989 Mr. Hadley has served as As- 
sistant Secretary of Defense for Internation- 
al Security Policy at the Department of De- 
fense in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
was a partner with the law firm of Shea and 
Gardner in Washington, DC, 1981-1989, 
and an associate, 1977-1981. From 1974 to 
1977, he was a staff member in the Office 
of Program Analysis for the National Securi- 
ty Council Staff, and a member of the Anal- 
ysis Group for the Assistant Secretary of 
Defense, 1972-1974. 

Mr. Hadley graduated from Cornell Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1969) and Yale Law School 
(J.D., 1972). He was born February 13, 
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1947, in Toledo, OH. He served in the U.S. 
Navy, 1972-1975. He is married, has two 
daughters, and resides in Washington, DC. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
General John W. Vessey, Jr., Special 
Presidential Emissary for POW/MIA 
Affairs 


November 6, 1989 


The President met today with Special 
Presidential Emissary for POW/MIA Affairs 
Gen. John W. Vessey, Jr., USA, Ret. They 
reviewed the progress made during Gener- 
al Vessey’s discussions in Hanoi on October 
29 and 30 with Vietnamese Vice Premier 
Nguyen Co Thach. 

On the POW/MIA issue, General Vessey 
told the President that a number of agree- 
ments were reached. One was to refine and 
expand the process of joint cooperation to 
resolve the compelling discrepancy cases, 
including additional research to resolve the 
fate of these Americans. General Vessey 
told the President of his discussions on the 
progress and cooperation on the orderly de- 
parture program, the emigration of Amera- 
sian children, and the resettlement of 
former reeducation center detainees. They 
also discussed the effort of American non- 
governmental organizations to assist the 
people of Vietnam with humanitarian help. 

Finally, the President and General Vessey 
discussed perspectives on Cambodia. The 
President said he was very pleased to hear 
of the agreements to expand efforts to re- 
solve the POW/MIA issue and looks for- 
ward to continued progress on this and 
other humanitarian concerns. 


Remarks at the Presentation Ceremony 
for the National Endowment for the 
Humanities Charles Frankel Prizes 


November 6, 1989 


First, I want to welcome Dr. Lynne 
Cheney, the National Endowment Chair- 
man, and then greet the members of the 
Council on the Humanities—distinguished 
educator and, of course, most of all, our 
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honorees. I also see Daphne Wood Murray 
out here, Director of the Institute of 
Museum Services, and Diane Payton, the 
Executive Director of the President’s Com- 
mittee on the Arts and the Humanities. 

So, let me welcome all of you. Barbara 
and I are just delighted to be here. And let 
me also say what a pleasure it is to be able 
to honor you, the first recipients of the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Humanities 
Charles Frankel Prize. Ralph Emerson once 
wrote, “The scholar is a student of the 
world.” Well, the Frankel Prize was created 
this year to recognize scholars who are 
teachers of the world—those who have led 
a lifetime of study and whose scholarship 
has brought history, literature, philosophy, 
and other humanitarian disciplines to mil- 
lions. And together they’ve helped bring an 
appreciation of the humanities to farms and 
inner cities and gentle, small towns; reaf- 
firming the magic of the spoken and writ- 
ten word and fostering a variety of public 
programs—in museums, in libraries, in 
schools—showing how higher learning can 
spur nation and neighborhood. 

We are a people curious about our own 
tradition and about those of other nations. 
And our cultural institutions are encourag- 
ing that curiosity with a variety of thought- 
ful, intellectually challenging programs. The 
Frankel Prize winners are leaders in this 
movement. The honorees are diverse, cre- 
ative, an energetic group. And as such, they 
represent the vitality of the humanities in 
the Nation as a whole. 

As a Pulitzer Prize winning historian, 
Daniel Boorstin has told the American story 
to millions around the globe, not to men- 
tion his role as Librarian of Congress Emer- 
itus. 

And as president of Chicago’s Field 
Museum of Natural History, Willard 
“Sandy” Boyd, former president of the Uni- 
versity of Iowa, made world-renowned col- 
lections available to more Americans each 
year. 

And then there’s Clay Jenkinson. His 
characterization of Thomas Jefferson has 
enchanted audiences from school kids to 
senior citizens. And he’s led the revival of 
the Chautauqua—that institution that teach- 
es about the ideas and lives of giant figures 
in history, philosophy, politics, and the arts. 
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And Americo Paredes, author, folklorist, 
professor emeritus at the University of 
Texas in Austin. Illness prevents him from 
being with us today, but we want to honor 
his splendid efforts to bring the richness of 
Mexican-American culture to us all. 

And finally, Patricia Bates, a national con- 
sultant on reading programs. Her scholar- 
led teaching and discussion groups have 
become a model for programs in libraries 
across the country. 

You know the story about Benjamin 
Franklin dining out in Paris. And one of the 
other diners asked a question: What condi- 
tion of man deserves the most pity? Every- 
body gave an example of what condition 
that might be. And Franklin’s turn came, 
and his answer was: a lonesome man on a 
rainy day who does not know how to read. 
Well, for decades, you’ve shown the value 
of reading and thinking, of probing and 
questioning. And by instilling a greater un- 
derstanding of the text, themes, and ideas 
of the humanities, you’ve inspired countless 
others to do the same. And for that, my 
congratulations. 

And let me commend, too, the hundreds 
of nominees considered by the Endowment; 
the 26 members of the National Council on 
the Humanities which reviewed the nomi- 
nations; and, yes, Lynne Cheney, whose 
idea it was to recognize those who have 
brought the humanities to a wider audi- 
ence. Each of you reflects what Samuel 
Johnson called the salutory influence of ex- 
ample. 

Each of you underscores the reasons that 
we gather here today. And that reason, of 
course, is one man’s life, a very special life, 
the life of Charles Frankel, professor at Co- 
lumbia and Assistant Secretary of State for 
Educational and Cultural Affairs, a network 
television host, a writer, narrator, author of 
12 books, including “The Case For Modern 
Man.” As the first President and Director of 
the National Humanities Center, Charles 
Frankel was a model scholar and citizen. 
And he knew the vital role that the human- 
ities play in the life of our society—and 
through enduring scholarship and concern. 

And so, in honoring him, we honor the 
concepts of teaching and learning; in short, 
the joy of knowledge. So, let me present 
now—Lynne, with your help—the first 
Charles Frankel Prizes for Distinguished 


Service to the Humanities, and say on 
behalf of every citizen, America thanks you 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

God bless you all. Thank you very, very 
much. And thank you for all you’ve done. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:05 p.m. in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


Nomination of Stephen J. Ledogar for 
the Rank of Ambassador While Serving 
as United States Representative to the 
Conference on Disarmament 


November 6, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Stephen J. Ledogar, a 
career member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor, for the 
rank of Ambassador during his tenure of 
service as United States Representative to 
the Conference on Disarmament. 

Since 1987 Ambassador Ledogar has 
served as U.S. Representative to the Euro- 
pean conventional arms negotiations and 
the U.S. Representative for mutual and bal- 
anced force reductions negotiations with 
the rank of Ambassador. Prior to this, he 
served in various positions at the Depart- 
ment of State, including Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization [NATO] in Brussels, Belgium, 
1981-1987; member of the executive semi- 
nar in national and international affairs, 
1980-1981; Director of the Office of NATO 
Affairs in the European Bureau, 1977-1980; 
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of 
State for Security Assistance, Science and 
Technology, 1976-1977; Deputy Political 
Adviser for the U.S. Mission to NATO in 
Brussels, Belgium, 1973-1976; senior train- 
ing at Stanford University in Palo Alto, CA, 
1972-1973; and press spokesman and 
member of the U.S. delegation for the Paris 
Vietnam peace talks, 1969-1972. In addi- 
tion, Ambassador Ledogar has served as of- 
ficer in charge of the pacification programs 
and Vietnam working group in the East 
Asian Bureau at the Department of State, 
1967-1969; and as the Department of State 
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Representative for the Pentagon National 
Military Command Center, 1967. 

Ambassador Ledogar graduated from 
Fordham University (B.S., 1954; LL.B., 
1958). He was born September 14, 1929, in 
New York, NY. Ambassador Ledogar served 
in the U.S. Navy, 1949-1952 and 1954- 
1960. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Vienna, VA. 


Nomination of Robert W. Houk To Be 
Public Printer 


November 6, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert William Houk to 
be Public Printer. He would succeed Ralph 
E. Kennickell, Jr. 

Mr. Houk has served in several capacities 
at UFORMA/SHELBY Business Forms, Inc., 
including president, 1968-1988; chairman 
of the board, 1971-1988; and vice presi- 
dent-sales, 1966-1968. Prior to this he 
served as assistant sales manager for Rotary 
Manifold Forms Corp. in Detroit, MI, 1957- 
1966, and analyst for the Ford Motor Co. in 
Dearborn, MI, 1954-1957. 

Mr. Houk graduated from Michigan State 
University (B.A., 1951). He was born May 
13, 1927, in Detroit, MI. Mr. Houk served 
in the U.S. Army, 1945-1947 and 1952- 
1954. He is married, has two children, and 
resides in Shelby, OH. 


Nomination of Barry L. Harris To Be 
Deputy Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration 


November 6, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Barry Lambert Harris to 
be Deputy Administrator of the Federal 
Aviation Administration, Department of 
Transportation. He would succeed Barbara 
McConnell Barrett. 

Mr. Harris has served as the president 
and chief executive officer of the Alliance 
Corp. in Portland, ME, and Community 
Systems, Inc., in Gloucester, MA. Prior to 
this he was the assistant city manager of 
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Gloucester, MA; director of community pro- 
grams for the metropolitan area planning 
council in the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts; a documentary writer-producer for 
WBZ-TV in Boston, MA; and a news writer 
for WINS radio in New York, NY. 

Mr. Harris attended Denison University 
and Harvard University. He served in the 
U.S. Army and is currently an officer in the 
inactive Army Reserve. Mr. Harris was born 
January 13, 1939, in Cincinnati, OH. He is 
married, has four children, and resides in 
Cumberland Foreside, ME, and Ocean 
Ridge, FL. 


The President’s News Conference 
November 7, 1989 


Assessment of the Administration’s 
Performance 


Well, good morning. And I’m back again. 
[Laughter] I just heard you, Brit [Brit 
Hume, ABC News]. 

I’ve got to be careful on these dates. 
[Laughter] Today is November 7th, and I 
was elected on November 8th. But it was 
the second Tuesday. And so, I want to take 
this Election Day, the anniversary of my 
own election, to briefly reflect on the last 
10 months. I believe that we’ve had, so far, 
a successful first year in office. And al- 
though we haven’t reached the actual anni- 
versary mark, January 20th, it’s a good 
chance to take stock of the situation, par- 
ticularly as Congress is winding down. 
There is legislation yet to be passed and 
certainly opportunities to be developed. But 
I am very pleased that our administration 
has come together rapidly with good 
people, with good ideas, and with a quiet 
sense of purpose that promises great 
progress in the years ahead. 

Around the world, we’ve seen the most 
dramatic moves toward democracy in at 
least 40 years, as people of one country 
after another have expressed their yearning 
for freedom. In Eastern Europe and in Cen- 
tral America and in the Soviet Union, im- 
portant decisions have been made for free- 
dom or reforms. We’ve supported those ef- 
forts with a substantial aid package to 
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Poland, trade benefits for Hungary, a bipar- 
tisan agreement with Congress on Central 
America, coordinated international support 
for Eastern-Europe reforms, special arms 
control initiatives on chemical weapons and 
conventional forces in Europe, and then in 
progress in START [strategic arms reduc- 
tion] talks. In addition, we’ve set the time- 
frame for a summit with the Soviets, and 
we’re on the verge of an informal meeting 
with President Gorbachev. 

One area that has not changed is the un- 
derlying strength of the American econo- 
my. We have the longest peacetime eco- 
nomic expansion in history—119 million 
Americans at work, the creation of over 20 
million new jobs since 1982. The unemploy- 
ment rate is only 5.3 percent, a rate that 
we’ve not achieved for a full year since 
1970. Inflation remains moderate. I’m not 
happy with it, but it’s moderate and ap- 
pears to be under control. Though the 
economy is sound, we must make real 
progress on deficit reduction. Sequestration 
is a drastic action. But neither the adminis- 
tration nor the Congress must flinch from 
our obligation to keep this nation’s deficit 
moving down and ultimately reduce the 


debt. And I am pleased that I’ve kept my 
pledge on taxes. Our savings and loan 
system has been redesigned. The Congress 
accepted my proposals giving our workers a 
higher minimum wage and establishing a 
training wage for the first time. The Brady 
plan for dealing with the Third World debt 


has been successfully demonstrated in 
Mexico and Costa Rica. Many nations’ prob- 
lems remain unsolved, but the Brady plan is 
widely accepted. 

It’s in a setting of internal strength that 
we're poised to deal effectively with exter- 
nal change and to provide new directions 
for our society. At the education summit 
and in legislative initiatives on clean air, 
ethics, educational excellence, violent 
crime, child care, and our National Drug 
Strategy, we offer new approaches for im- 
proving the quality of our lives. And so, I 
urge the Congress to move quickly to enact 
these proposals. 

My approach to Congress has been based 
on a bipartisan effort; I think everybody 
here knows that. Started off with an effort 
to work with the leadership in a bipartisan 
manner. And so, we can reach agreement 


on major issues. In the course of our de- 
bates, there have sometimes been pointed 
and somewhat sharp attacks. But I’m going 
to continue to extend my hand to Congress 
in seeking solutions to the challenges that 
we face. I spoke 10 months ago of a kinder 
and gentler America, and I’m more con- 
vinced today than ever that we can shed 
light in the dark corners of our nation and 
give hope to the homeless and help to the 
needy, inspiration to millions of Americans 
who want to reach out and help their 
neighbors. And I’m pleased with the 
progress on this so-called Points of Light 
Initiative. 

These challenges, coupled with our suc- 
cesses to date, have made these first 10 
months especially gratifying to me and give 
me great hope for the future. So, I, on this 
anniversary of the election, I want to thank 
the American people on this Election Day 
for giving me this opportunity to serve. I’m 
enjoying it. I like the challenge. 

And I'll be glad to take questions. 


American Hostages in Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, the United States is re- 
turning $567 million in frozen assets to 
Iran. It says the action is not related to the 
plight of the eight Americans held hostage 
in Lebanon. Nevertheless, in mind with 
your comments that good will brings good 
will, do you hope that this will encourage 
Iran to help win the hostages’ release? 

The President. Well, as I say, I carry the 
fate of the hostages with me every single 
day. So, of course, I hope that Iran will use 
what influence it has to get-these hostages 
released. 

Q. Well, do you think that this could be a 
catalyst, Mr. Rafsanjani [President of Iran] 
could—— 

The President. 1 don’t know. It’s a very 
good question, and I don’t know the answer 
to that. We have accounts where they owe 
American interest money and vice versa. 
And Id like to get this underbrush cleaned 
out now. I think they have made some posi- 
tive statements, but I don’t know whether 
it will work that way or not. I hope that 
they will do what they can to influence 
those who hold these hostages. We’re con- 
tinuing behind the scenes to go follow cer- 
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tain rabbit trails there. And so far, they’ve 
ended up at dead ends. 


Eastern-Bloc Reforms 


Q. Mr. President, despite your aid pack- 
ages to Hungary and Poland and so forth, 
President Carter says you’ve really been 
slow on the uptake on the most transform- 
ing political events of our time. You have 
fa‘ied to show the leadership. You have 
failed to put the U.S. ahead of the curve on 
these things that are happening. And you 
are going to the summit without any initia- 
tives at all. I mean, this is boasted about. 
Why don’t you have some new ideas of 
what to talk-——— 

The President. Now, Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International], that is 
not a kinder and gentler way to phrase your 
question. [Laughter] We have done plenty. 
And the fact that some critics are out there 
equating progress with spending more 
money doesn’t bother me in the least. Look 
at the dynamic changes that are taking 
place around the world. 

Q. Well, this is it. 

The President. Well, I'd like to hear some 
specific suggestions other than triple the 
spending on every initiative. We are work- 
ing closely with our allies. We are trying to 
facilitate the change. I don’t hear com- 
plaints coming out of our allies or, indeed, 
out of Hungary or Poland or Eastern 
Europe. We’ve got a seasoned team that is 
evaluating the change. I will have a won- 
derful opportunity to discuss the change 
with Mr. Gorbachev. But I can’t be all con- 
cerned when people jump up and say the 
answer is to spend more money. 

Q. No, that isn’t it. 

The President. 
answer? 

Q. The perception is that European lead- 
ers are leading the way and they’re telling 
you what is really happening and we have 
been sitting back and letting it all happen 
without doing anything. 

The President. Well, that’s the perception 
of some that aren’t quite as familiar with 
the problem as I am, and it is not the per- 
ception of the European leaders. How do I 
know? Because I just talked last night with 
the Ambassadors of three countries who 
had an entirely different perception. 

Q. Who were they? 


Well, what is their 
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Deficit Reduction 

Q. Mr. President, on the budget, there is 
some question as to whether when Con- 
gress finally, if it does, sends you the recon- 
ciliation, that is to say, the budget-cutting 
bill—what it will take for you to sign it. Are 
you prepared to go beyond the agreement 
that you have reached with the Members of 
Congress, with the leaders of Congress? Are 
you going to require a more stringent 
budget-cutting measure, something equal, 
for example, to the sequester, the cuts that 
have already gone into effect in order to 
satisfy you and get you to sign it? 

The President. If we get a clean reconcili- 
ation bill—and I'll know that when I see 
it—I’d be glad to sign such a bill if it gets 
the kinds of real reductions that we want. I 
think the range was $14 billion. But if not, 
why, we have to follow the law. But the 
Congress knows—I mean, we’ve been very 
frank with the leadership as to what must 
happen if we are to sign such a bill. But if 
they don’t send it down here in clean form, 
if it’s all loaded up with a lot of special 
projects, I will not sign it. I can’t sign it. But 
I will then do what the law requires and 
keep in sequester and make the tough deci- 
sions that go with that. That isn’t easy, but 
it is real deficit reduction. 


Vice President Quayle 


Q. Why did you commit to Dan Quayle 
so early for "92? You’re thought to be such a 
cautious, prudent man. Why did you shut 
off your options so early? 

The President. Because I thought that 
was a prudent and right thing to do. 

Q. Well, all right. Are you saying that 
Dan Quayle is your choice right now, 
but—— 

The President. I'm not saying I’m running 
right now. So, we’ve got to get back to 
square one. I mean, that one—— 

Q. Are you? ; 

The President. 1'm not saying whether I 
am or not. [Laughter] So, we’re getting way 
out ahead of where reality is. But I was 
asked the question, and I answered it open, 
straight. 

Q. Are you saying he’s your choice right 
now, but you leave your options open 
for—— 
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The President. No, 1 said he’s my choice, 
period. 


Chairman Krenz of East Germany 


Q. When Egon Krenz first came to power 
in East Germany, you said it was way too 
early to say whether he represented more 
of the same, which seemed to be your sense 
at the time, or whether he represented the 
leading edge of further reform. Seeing the 
dramatic events unfold in East Germany, 
what is your conclusion about Egon Krenz, 
his intentions and his directions? 

The President. | think it’s still too early to 
sum it up entirely, but some of what he has 
said about political reform is quite encour- 
aging and really contradicts the very early, 
I would say, global assessment of the man. 
In other words, the early predictions were 
that he’s a hard-liner in the mode of Mr. 
Honecker. And now some of what he is 
saying is quite different from that. And Mrs. 
Honecker is not there anymore. [Laughter] 

So, you’re seeing some changes. You’re 
seeing some changes. Well, she’s out as a 
Minister, and another minister—and you’re 
beginning to see changes that might pre- 
view—{laughter|—what are you guys laugh- 
ing at—a new order. So, look, this gets me 
back almost to Helen’s question. Things are 
happening very fast. The concerted opinion 
was that this was going to be another hard- 
liner in the mode of Mr. Honecker. Now 
there are some signs that that’s not the 
case. So, we will watch that very carefully. 


Eastern-Bloc Reforms 


Q. If I may follow up, Mr. President: Do 
you feel that things have now gone too far 
in East Germany, Poland, Hungary, the 
Soviet Union, for the clock to be turned 
back—for a Tiananmen Square-type crack- 
down? And do you feel any need to assist 
the West Germans in all of this? 

The President. Well, the West Germans 
have not requested assistance. And I am in 
very close touch with the Federal Chancel- 
lor. And I’m most anxious to talk to him 
when he returns from his first 6-day visit to 
Poland. I talked to him just very recently, 
as a matter of fact, about what we’re doing. 
And that’s why I stated rather confidently 
that European leaders don’t seem to 
agree—when I answered Helen’s question— 


with some of the political criticism I get 
from Capitol Hill or elsewhere. 

What was the first part? 

Q. Gone too far? 

The President. No, I don’t think you can 
ever say gone too far. I mean, who predict- 
ed with certainty what would happen in 
Tiananmen Square? But I think it’s gone 
too far to set back these fledgling—I don’t 
want to say democracies, but steps towards 
democracy. I think it’s gone too far for that. 
I don’t think you can contain now the peo- 
ple’s aspirations for freedom by going back 
to totalitarianism. 


Abortion 


Q. Mr. President, a question about your 
priorities. You mentioned the aid to Poland 
and Hungary, which has passed the Con- 
gress. But that bill also contains some provi- 
sion for abortion, and you say you will veto 
the whole bill because of it. You have 
vetoed programs, budgets for the District of 
Columbia because of abortion, the HHS 
[Department of Health and Human Serv- 
ices] budget because of abortion. And some 
of these vetoes have included programs that 
you said were your very highest priorities, 
including drug programs and so forth. Is 
abortion your very first domestic priority 
above and beyond everything—— 

The President. No. 

Q. Well, how committed are you? Why 
are you vetoing all these bills? 

The President. Because I can’t, in good 
conscience, on this one, suggest that taxpay- 
ers’ money ought to go to programs that 
compel abortion. And that has been the 
problem with the China program. And 
therefore, I can’t do that. 

Q. Our money is blocked off. 

The President. I can’t do it, and I’m sorry. 
I am not going to change that policy. I am 
strongly in favor, and always have been, of 
family planning. I’ve been out front for 
family planning for a long time and as a 
Member of Congress way back there. But I 
simply cannot support—and I asked the 
Congress not to try to make me change—a 
policy where the AID [Agency for Interna- 
tional Development] people will tell you it 
supports compulsory abortion. I am not 
going to do that. 
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Q. But the American money is spent 
away from that. 

The President. And there’s other things in 
that bill that I don’t like, too, Lesley [Lesley 
Stahl, CBS News]. This leveraging provi- 
sion—I mean, should I be told by the Con- 
gress that I can’t go and ask other countries 
to support Poland? Should I? 

Q. I don’t know about the leveraging. 
What is it? 

The President. Well, I do. And that’s one 
of the things that’s wrong with it. So, I am 
concerned. Now, that’s kind of a post-Iran- 
contra thing. They’re saying you can’t go 
get money for certain things. But in Con- 
gress intervening in the President’s author- 
ity like this—they are asking me to accept 
things that I’m not going to accept. 

Q. May I follow up on the abortion part, 
though? 

The President. How many followups do 
you get? 

Q. This is my followup. In the China 
family planning program, the American 
money would not have anything to do with 
abortion. And also in the DC bill that you 
vetoed, the Federal money would not go to 
abortion. You seem to be saying you want 
to effect the policy beyond the Federal 
role. 

The President. Well, look, there are many 
issues. And abortion divides. We have room 
in our party for people that feel one way, 
pro-life or pro-choice—Democratic Party 
the same way. I think everyone knows that 
this is an issue that divides. But you say, Is 
it the most important issue for me? Abso- 
lutely not. 


Global Warming 


Q. You’re probably ready for this one. 
But you campaigned as an environmental- 
ist. You said you were a strong environmen- 
talist. Yet on the issue of global warming, it 
seems that the U.S. is being dragged kicking 
and screaming into trying to address this 
problem. How do you respond to that? 

The President. | respond to it by saying 
it’s not true. 

Q. Why are you resisting the moves in 
this international conference now to limit 
emissions? 

The President. We're just standing off 
against extremes. We have a unanimous 
communique out of that global conference. 
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We have an outstanding environmentalist 
in Bill Reilly [Administrator of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency]. We have an 
outstanding scientist in Dr. Bromley [Sci- 
ence Advisor to the President and Director 
of the Office of Science and Technology 
Policy]. They agree that our approach to all 
of this is right. And I think this policy of the 
environment cannot be driven by the ex- 
tremes. 

But I would like to take your question to 
challenge the United States Congress to go 
forward on the revisions to the Clean Air 
Act, on other initiatives that we have sup- 
ported, instead of sitting back there and 
carping about it. And if they don’t like our 
way, go ahead and try it, and then add to it 
in later years. But they sit there and argue 
back and forth with each other, and noth- 
ing happens. 

In this global conference, I can tell you, 
United States science is the best in terms of 
global warming. And we will be in the lead, 
as we are now, with our science on global 
warming. But you can’t take a policy and 
drive it to the extreme and say to every 
country around the world, You aren’t going 
to grow at all. We’ve got to use our science 
to help solve this problem. 


Abortion 


Q. Mr. President, the gubernatorial cam- 
paigns, as you know, in New Jersey and 
Virginia were dominated by the abortion 
issue. Some pro-choice Republicans are dis- 
turbed with your current position. What 
advice are you going to give Republican 
legislative and congressional candidates 
next year when the Democrats start pound- 
ing on them on this issue? 

The President. Well, they’ve already start- 
ed—those who favor the pro-choice have 
already started pounding on them, and 
started certainly pounding on me. But you 
see, one, I think our party is broad enough 
to contain differing views on this. And I 
think the Democratic Party is. You see that 
out there in practice. Secondly, I don’t be- 
lieve that most voters are single-issue 
voters. There is no evidence to support 
that, none at all. Indeed, I hate to talk 
about polls because I don’t believe them 
when I see ugly things. But I can tell you 
that that issue ranks about 9th to 14th if 
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you talk to a pollster like Bob Teeter. I 
can’t remember whether it was 14th or 9th, 
so I’m giving you a range there. But people 
are not, for the most part, single-issue 
voters. They care about war and peace. 
They care about the environment. They 
care about education. They care about an- 
tinarcotics. They care about crime in their 
neighborhoods. So, when you see all this 
attention to this question, I happen to think 
it’s those that are editorializing, the colum- 
nists, or some in the political arena that 
think the voter is a one-issue voter. I don’t 
agree with that, and I’ve seen no evidence. 
Q. But if Republicans cling to the hope 
that you might change your position, are 
they wrong because you’re going to-—— 
The President. 1 have no intention of 
changing my position. It’s so personal—I 
just come down more on the side of life. I 
mentioned in my speech last year, a year 
plus ago, of adoption and what it’s meant. 
Look, I don’t fault people that view this 
differently. As I say, there’s plenty of room 
for difference. But it’s not one, John [John 
Mashek, Boston Globe], where people—a 
single issue, as some would like to believe. 


Former President Reagan’s Trip to Japan 


Q. Mr. President, your predecessor, 
Ronald Reagan, just came back from a trip 
to Japan, where he collected $2 million for 
some speaking engagements. Eventually, 
you're going to be an ex-President. Is that 
the kind of behavior that you anticipate 
yourself endorsing and accepting that kind 
of money? 

The President. 1 will not have anything 
negative to say about President Reagan, if 
that’s an invitation for this, because I would 
prefer to emphasize the positive parts of 
that trip: talking openly about the need for 
freer trade, the affection shown to him by 
the Japanese people. It’s important symbol- 
ism when it comes to this relationship that 
sometimes has strain. And what happens in 
the future, I don’t know. 

Q. Excuse me, a followup, sir? 

The President. Followup? I don’t know— 
this line? Do you want to change—— 

Q. This is an invitation, sir, to ask your 
opinion of former Presidents being paid by 
private industry once they’re out of office. 


The President. 1 have no problem with 
that, provided it’s not overdone. Every- 
body’s got to make a living. 


Soviet Defense Policies 


Q. Id like to return to Vice President 
Quayle for a minute. On Sunday, the Vice 
President said that the Soviets retain expan- 
sionistic attitudes in Central America, Af- 
ghanistan, and several other parts of the 
world. He suggested that Gorbachev was a 
Stalinist and also suggested that the Soviet 
defense budget is growing while ours is de- 
clining. Do you agree with those three as- 
sessments? 

The President. That their defense budget 
is growing? Yes. I’d like to find a way to 
reverse that. And out of the challenge that 
lies ahead to both Gorbachev and me, per- 
haps there will be a way to reverse it. One 
way to do that, I think, is through prudent 
arms control. The best way to do it is to do 
it through success in the conventional force 
in Europe talks, the CFE talks, because 
that’s dollar intensive, or ruble intensive, if 
you will. 

Q. The other two points, Mr. President? 

The President. What were they? 

Q. That the Soviets are expansionists in 
Central America, Afghanistan, Cambodia, 
and other parts of the world; and this is a 
problem in our improving relations with 
the Soviets. 

The President. Well, I have long been 
concerned—as I think I said when I an- 
nounced the Gorbachev meeting—con- 
cerned about some of these regional issues. 
And I think we'll have a real opportunity to 
discuss the Soviet role in aid for Nicara- 
gua—the one country—well, not the one, 
but one of the few that’s swimming against 
the democratic tide here. And it does not 
help U.S.-Soviet relations to have enormous 
expenditures supporting a Sandinista dicta- 
torship. 

So, I think there’s plenty of room for dis- 
cussion there, and I look forward to talking 
to the Soviet leader, just as President 
Reagan did. But now it’s a little clearer. 
The election process coming forward, and I 
want to see the election process succeed. 

Q. But my question goes—— 

The President. 1 know where your ques- 
tion is going. [Laughter] 
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Q. ——broader than that. Is the Soviet 
Union continuing to be expansionist around 
the world? 

The President. Well, I’ve told you, I’ve 
got concerns about certain areas, just as 
they’ve raised concerns with us on certain 
things. 

Q. On Nicaragua? 

The President. Yes, ’'m concerned about 
continued support of Soviet weapons—or 
Soviet support. I want to be careful because 
the question of weapons is slightly compli- 
cated by how they get there and whether 
they’re coming out of Cuba and have long 
been in Cuban hands. I mean, there are 
some problems there. But I think—look, to 
suggest the contrariwise to that, Ann [Ann 
Devroy, Washington Post], that there are 
no problems that exist between us, that ev- 
erything is hunky-dory, simply is not reality. 
And that’s one of the reasons I’m looking 
forward to this visit. 


Upcoming Meeting With President 
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union 

Q. Mr. President, when you’re bobbing 
around in the Mediterranean next month, if 
Gorbachev should ask you to show forbear- 
ance in the event he cracks down domesti- 
cally or in the event he feels it necessary to 
support a crackdown in Eastern Europe, 
how will you respond? 

The President. 1'm not going to buy into 
that hypothetical question. 


POW-MIA’s 


Q. Mr. President, you had a report yester- 
day on the POW-MIA issue. I wonder if 
you can give us some specifics about what 
General Vessey [Special Presidential Emis- 
sary] is accomplishing over there with 
regard to remains coming back and when? 
How many more? When we'll see it? And 
also, is there any information at all about 
people alive over there? 

The President. No information at all 
about that. A new openness, according to 
General Vessey, on the part of the Vietnam- 
ese leaders, a new spirit, a stepped-up spirit 
of cooperation in terms of accounting for 
remains—their pointing out to him that 
they are confident that there are no gov- 
ernment holding facilities for remains that 
maybe had existed in the past, pointing out 
to him that some families even might be 
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holding remains—some individuals in Viet- 
nam hoping for some sort of gain if people 
are putting bounty on these things or re- 
wards out there. 

But I think the bottom line is, he was 
quite encouraging about the kind of coop- 
eration he was receiving. He also relayed to 
me what I think all of us know: that Viet- 
nam keeps sending signals that they want 
improved relations. 


Upcoming Meeting With President 
Gorbachev of the Soviet Union 

Q. Mr. President, when did your Defense 
Secretary [Dick Cheney] and CIA Director 
[William H. Webster] learn about your up- 
coming meeting with Mr. Gorbachev? 

The President. 1 don’t know exactly when 
they learned about it. 

Q. Early on? July? October? 

The President. No, not in July. 

Q. Why did you keep it from them? 

The President. Well, I’ve already ex- 
plained why I did it the way I did. And 

Q. Did you feel they couldn’t be trusted 
to keep it secret? 

The President. No, it didn’t occur to me 
they couldn’t be trusted. 

Q. How many people knew? 

The President. When I first made up my 
mind, four. And then the circle was expand- 
ed. You can guess about that. 

Presidential Legislative Proposals 

Q. Mr. President, you said that a number 
of your initiatives are languishing despite 
your bipartisan approach. If you’re going to 
pursue them, what are you going to do to 
pursue them? What are you going to do 
differently? 

The President. To do what? 

Q. To pursue your initiatives in Con- 
gress—your domestic initiatives that—— 

The President. Try to urge you people to 
join me in calling out for congressional 
action, a plea to move forward to the Clean 
Air Act and the drug program and the 
ethics legislation, editorial pounding to get 
them to do what they ought to do: support 
the President as he tries to move this coun- 
try forward in these areas, and not let them 
dominate debate by blocking everything I 
try to do. 

Look, I’m a realist. They’ve got the votes 
up there. And I don’t want to raise capital 
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gains again. The votes are there. The major- 
ity of the House passed it. The majority of 
the Senate wants it. Please join me in a 
crusade for the people’s will to be expressed 
on capital gains. That’s the kind of thing we 
need. 

Q. Sir, you probably, as a realist, under- 
stand that that might not happen. [Laugh- 
ter] 

The President. But it can happen. I mean, 
come on. You'll get on me when I do stuff 
wrong. Get on them. Say, Why are you 
holding up the Clean Air ActP Why can’t 
you move ethics legislation? Why don’t you 
go forward on the drug program or on the 
educational initiative? And if they say it’s 
not enougi, take a step. Get your foot in 
the water. Do something. The American 
people know why this deficit isn’t down. It’s 
not down because they see, four to one, 
that the Congress is to blame. Join me in 
this noble crusade. 

Q. If bipartisanship doesn’t work, sir, 
what are you going to do differently? 

The President. Exhort. What else can I 
do? Veto and exhort. Send stuff down I 
can’t accept: it goes back. A President has 
to show that that’s his responsibility. But 
he’s got to encourage the American people 
to get on their Representatives to do what 
they want done. Our drug problem is a 
good example. It came out with strong sup- 
port from the American people, and yet the 
legislative pieces of that are languishing up 
there. 

Q. A follow-on, on Frank’s [Frank Sesno, 
CNN] question. In April, we were in the 
Rose Garden watching you and the congres- 
sional leaders announce the bipartisan 
budget package. And at the time, we were 
told, equally as important as what was in 
the package was the spirit of coopera- 
tion—— 

The President. Exactly. 

Q. ——in forging it. My question is: 
What’s happened? Where did you go wrong 
in that—— 

The President. You missed the answer to 
Frank’s question. [Laughter] Where did 
someone else go wrong? We’ve been trying 
to cooperate in a bipartisan fashion. Look, if 
I make a big mistake, I'll admit it. But I 
don’t think so when it comes to the ap- 
proach to the budget. We’ve got some 
honest differences on some things. And 


maybe with George Mitchell [Senate Major- 
ity Leader] there’s an honest difference on 
capital gains, for example. But we put that 
in our budget proposal. It was in there with 
a certain revenue figure next to it. I don’t 
think I went wrong. That’s my responsibil- 
ity. Here’s what I believe. 

And I think that there’s been a little bit 
of a partisanship that occurred up there. 
When you hear them all come out with a 
rather unflattering word on the same day to 
describe my leadership, you begin to 
wonder—including the national chairman of 
the Democratic Party—you begin to 
wonder what goes awry. But let’s leave 
aside the politics. I'll be ready come the fall 
of 1990. And let’s move the legislative proc- 
ess forward. 


Federal Budget 


Q. This was supposed to be groundwork 
for cooperation on next year’s budget, 
which was going to be the real tough one. 
Have we lost all hope of that now? 

The President. Well, I think a lot on ’91 
depends on what happens in the last few 
days here, what kinds of decisions are 
made. 

Q. Staying on the budget for a minute, 
the Pentagon feels it can’t live with the 
consequences of a sequester, apparently. 
And you issued a statement last week saying 
that you’re prepared to manage the Gov- 
ernment under those circumstances. Does a 
person who campaigned as a candidate who 
would defend the Pentagon and keep de- 
fenses strong—how do you explain this to 
the people who supported you on the basis 
of keeping defensive spending high? 

The President. 1 tell them, Please get in 
touch with the Congress, and do what we 
suggested back there when we had those 
meetings. Please help us keep the defenses 
of this country strong. But if that is frustrat- 
ed by the inability to get an acceptable rec- 
onciliation bill, I have no choice. And I 
think the Pentagon leaders understand that. 
Dick Cheney has done a superb job. He has 
fought with diminishing resources for a 
sound Pentagon budget. And it troubles me 
to have Congress insensitive and also to add 
in. I mean, it’s tough. Look, I know it’s 
tough to cut systems. But you go to cut 
them, and Cheney makes some very tough 
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decisions, backed by the President, and 
then the Congress trades around and adds 
them back in. And so, it’s a question of 
staying with what we find is the priority for 
this defense program and trying to stay 
with it. But I’ve got to live with the system 
als 


Meeting With Prime Minister Shamir of 
Israel 


Q. Are you willing to meet with Prime 
Minister Shamir when he comes to Wash- 
ington? 

The President. Whether he’s coming or 
not, I’m not sure—certainly willing to con- 
sider it. And he is giving—I think there’s a 
real effort now to work out support for the 
[Secretary of State] Baker points, the Baker 
proposals. And I’d like to feel that a meet- 
ing would be held and that it would be 
constructive, that we’d have something 
positive to talk about. 


Military Aid to the Contras 


Q. Mr. President, last week you said in 
response to the Nicaraguan decision to end 
the cease-fire that you would keep your op- 


tions open. And yet the best head- 
counters—in fact, most of the worst head- 
counters—on the Hill all say you don’t have 
the option of new military aid to the con- 
tras. So, isn’t that in effect a meaningless 
statement? 

The President. Well, I'll tell you, no, be- 
cause I think one option now is to encour- 
age in every way we can these talks that 
will result in a cease-fire. I worry about 
what Ortega has done. The only good thing 
about it: Everybody sees that he is swim- 
ming against the tide, and I think that it’s 
much clearer to some in our hemisphere 
who are inclined to give him the benefit of 
the doubt. But I’m not going to give up on 
hoping that they can get back to the status 
quo ante here. 

Q. So, you don’t believe, sir, that you still 
have the option of renewing military aid to 
the contras, do you? 

The President. It would be extremely dif- 
ficult to get the money, if that’s what you’re 
saying, yes. 


Nancy Reagan’s Book 


Q. Mr. President, Nancy Reagan says that 
you went to see her and said you agreed 
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that Don Regan should leave as Chief of 
Staff, but that when she asked you to go to 
President Reagan, you said that was not 
your role. Number one, is that the way you 
remember it? And number two, now that 
Quayle is Vice President, if you thought 
there was someone who was not serving 
you well, do you agree that it’s not his role 
to come and tell you that? 

The President. No, I think it’s his role to 
tell me anything that’s on his mind, which 
is exactly the relationship I had with Presi- 
dent Reagan, and that’s the way I worked 
as Vice President. 

Q. But, sir, could you just answer—— 

The President. No, I can’t help you on 
that. I don’t want to get into that one. 
[Laughter] 

Q. Why? [Laughter] 

The President. What was the next ques- 
tion? Why? Never mind. [Laughter] 


Negative Campaigning 


Q. Mr. President, given that today is 
Election Day, I wonder if you're satisfied 
with the level of political discourse you see 
and if you think that this negativism that is 
being raised in one campaign after another 
is excessive and if you feel you can do any- 
thing about it yourself, given that your last 
campaign was quite negative, or critical, if 
you prefer that word? 

The President. 1 think everybody would 
prefer the positives. What some consider 
negative, others consider factual. So, you 
always have a judgmental problem there. 
But I’m not sure there is much that a Presi- 
dent can do about it in terms of—I don’t 
want to inhibit a candidate from taking his 
case to the people or her case to the people 
in any way he or she sees fit. On the other 
hand, I think the American people have a 
way of sorting out what’s fair and what’s 
not fair, what’s ugly and what isn’t ugly. 
And I have great confidence in that, that 
they’re right—this Election Day, a year ago. 
I think they sorted through some of these 
allegations that this was the ugliest, dirtiest 
campaign, and I think they voted on a more 
positive basis than that. 

Q. Mr. President, coming off of Ken’s 
[Ken Walsh, U.S. News and World Report] 
question, though, how do you respond to 
those who suggest that the negative cam- 
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paigning that started earlier in this cam- 
paign than usual is a legacy of 88, when it 
was shown to be successful? 

The President. Well, I don’t say anything 
started in 1988 that hadn’t been taking 
place in ’86 or ’84 or "82 or ’80. You know, 
if you look into history, you’re going to have 
certain things that are considered negative. 
I don’t have to stand here and defend the 
campaign of 1988. I’d be perfectly prepared 
to do it, but I was elected. I put confidence 
in the American people, their ability to sort 
through what is fair and what is unfair, 
what is ugly and what is un-ugly, and be as 
positive as possible. 

But while people were running around in 
campaigns talking about ads this year, the 
candidates have been out there taking their 
case on various issues out there. So, I think 
there’s a little bit of a beltway syndrome 
here in terms of this intense focus on nega- 
tivism. And yet if their trend is that way, 
maybe I can have a role in seeing that it 
gets a little more positive. 

Q. How would you do that? 

The President. Well, say, I think it ought 
to be a little more positive. [Laughter] I 
mean, what else can you do? I’m certainly 
not going to legislate it and certainly not 
going to try to dictate to a candidate how 
he or she reacts in a certain situation. But I 
suppose there will be a lot of interpretation 
on one candidate or another, and we'll all 
go back to whether there—need some other 
way to approach this. But when you get 
right down to it, I do not want to see legis- 
lation try to get into this question. It gets 
into a censorship mode that I just would 
feel very uncomfortable with. 


Former President Nixon’s Trip to China 


Q. Mr. President, President Nixon’s 
public comments about his meetings with 
Chinese leaders seem to imply that the Chi- 
nese believe that now it’s time for the U.S. 
to act if we want better relations with the 
Chinese. Was there anything that the 
former President told you in private that 
encourages you in thinking that relations 
with the Chinese will improve, and any- 
thing we can do? 

The President. The Chinese have a 
slogan, “He who ties the knot should untie 
it.” The Chinese still feel that we tied the 


knot and thus should untie it. I don’t feel 
that way. 

President Nixon’s visit to China was very 
helpful because he was an unofficial visitor. 
He is respected in China as a lao peng you, 
old friend. He is a man who opened a rela- 
tionship with China when things were ex- 
traordinarily difficult—not just a lack of 
communication but go back to history and 
take a look at the—you were in the last 
vestiges of the Cultural Revolution, where 
many, many, many people—hundreds of 
thousands—reportedly lost their lives. 

So, he went there at a difficult time. He 
saw the fundamental importance of this re- 
lationship, as I do. He could speak quite 
frankly to the Chinese leaders; and they, in 
turn, spoke very frankly to him. And I think 
he made the point that we didn’t tie the 
knot. Now, I think that helps because of the 
respect the leaders in China have for Presi- 
dent Nixon. I think that visit was very con- 
structive. He carried no messages from me. 
He was not on a semiofficial mission or any- 
thing of that nature. But I think I have a 
better feeling of where Chinese leaders 
stand at this point because of having been 
debriefed by President Nixon. I wish there 
were some positive steps that I could sug- 
gest to them that they take. There are some 
things that I will keep private that I have 
quietly recommended. And we’ll see where 
it goes. 

But this relationship is important to us. As 
those of you who know my views on this 
question, I have never favored the concept 
of playing a Soviet card, playing a Chinese 
card. The relationship has to stand on its 
merits. Having said that, there is enormous 
geopolitical reasons for us to have relations 
with the People’s Republic of China. And 
yet there is this affront, the Tiananmen 
Square situation. 

And so, we’ve got to try now. And I 
would say I hope—with understanding from 
this group, who has your job to do, but I’ve 
got mine—in a quiet way to find steps that 
can be taken, perhaps on both sides, to see 
this relation move back towards more nor- 
malization. And the Nixon visit contributed 
to that very, very much in my view. At 
least it helped’ me in my thinking. I know 
those of us who visited with him found it 
extraordinarily helpful. 
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Q. Is Mr. Nixon’s rehabilitation now com- 
plete, do you think? Is Nixon’s rehabilitation 
now complete? 

The President. Well, in terms of—his 
views on China certainly are complete. 

Thank you for your understanding and 
support on this election campaign. [Laugh- 
ter] 


Lebanon 


Q. How about what’s going on in Leba- 
non? President Bush, what do you think of 
what’s going on in Lebanon? 

The President. | want to take one ques- 
tion on Lebanon. I am deeply offended by 
the [Christian leader] Aoun supporters who 
tried to humiliate the [Maronite Catholic] 
patriarch yesterday. This does not contrib- 
ute to peace in any way. I have expressed 
my support, obviously, for the tripartite 
process. We have been on the phone, in the 
past, to the Pope, to [French President] 
Francois Mitterrand, to the [U.N.] Secre- 
tary-General [Perez de Cuellar], to [Egyp- 
tian] President Mubarak, to [Saudi] King 
Fahd, to others, to encourage not just the 
tripartite approach but others, particularly 
in thinking of the Secretary-General. 

We have sent out a statement of support 
to the newly elected President Moawad. 
And the steps that Aoun’s people took yes- 
terday should be condemned. And it is 
wrong. And this idea of some discussion of a 
further grief on that marvelous country by 
partition is totally unacceptable to countries 
around the world. And so, I am glad this 
subject came up. And I will continue to try 
to find ways to show U.S. support for peace 
initiatives. 

And we were discussing that this morn- 
ing. I really think that special credit ought 
to go to the King of Saudi Arabia, for con- 
vening those Taif meetings, and to the leg- 
islators that attended, the courage that they 
showed in going there. And the quest for 
freedom—I mean, the quest for peace in 
that country was so—you could just feel it 
in what those legislators are hoping to ac- 
complish. And then along comes these fol- 
lowers that I would term totally out of 
order in going in there and trying to hu- 
miliate the Maronite patriarch, and it is just 
totally counterproductive. 

And I hope that we can find a way to 
build on the new election, build on Syrian 
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willingness to move those troops out, with- 
draw all foreign forces from Lebanon—and 
I’m talking about all foreign forces, recon- 
ciliation under President Moawad, and im- 
plement the reforms that have been ad- 
dressed in Taif. And therein lies a formula- 
tion for peace. 

But you’re talking to one who feels the 
question of Lebanon all the time. I’ve been 
there. I’ve seen it as a peaceful crossroads 
in an always-troubled corner of the world. 
And I just hope that before I leave this job 
that I can, in some way, contribute to the 
restoration of peace in Lebanon. 

Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President’s 28th news conference 
began at 10:49 a.m. in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 


Remarks on Meeting the Oakland 
Athletics 


November 7, 1989 


Mayor Wilson, officially, and to Mr. 
Walter Haas over here, an old friend of 
mine, and Wally and Dr. Bobby Brown, the 
president of the American League, Tony La 
Russa and the players and staff of the Oak- 
land A’s, and also the distinguished mem- 
bers of the enormous, effective congression- 
al delegation from California, also the mem- 
bers of the Babe Ruth League champion- 
ship teams from Forest Grove, Oregon; 
Cherry Hill, New Jersey; and Oakland, Cali- 
fornia, and anybody left over, welcome to 
you. [Laughter] 

It’s a great day. And I feel this is a special 
and historic occasion. After all, I'll bet it’s 
not often that the Oakland A’s are honored 
by an unofficial scout for the Texas Rangers. 
[Laughter] 

Today we're talking baseball and a team 
that is clearly and truly number one: the 
world champion Oakland A’s. And the A’s, 
of course, have this wonderful baseball her- 
itage—nine world titles going back, what, 
88 years, including four since coming to 
Oakland—a tradition of character and tri- 
umph, a tradition embodied, perhaps, by 
the elephant gracing your uniform sleeve. 
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[Laughter] You read that any way you 
want, but I’m impressed. [Laughter] 

And this year’s champions were true to 
that heritage: 99 games won and the Ameri- 
can League West. As Casey Stengel would 
say, “You could look it up.” And then down- 
ing Toronto in the playoffs and sweeping 
the crosstown Giants in the “Battle of the 
Bay.” I only wish Tony La Russa could help 
pilot my budget through Congress the way 
he piloted the A’s to this World Series victo- 


And what remarkable moments, really, 
for those of us that love sports you have 
given us: that saver, No. 43, charging from 
the bullpen. You know how the A’s spell 
reliefP E-C-K. And of the series’ outstand- 
ing player—well, I’m just glad I’m not run- 
ning for office against Dave Stewart. Per- 
haps a newsweekly said it best of Dave’s 
brilliance and community service: “In the 
eyes of his Oakland neighbors, Dave’s MVP 
meant Most Valuable Person.” And then 
there’s perhaps baseball’s all-time leading 
leadoff hitter, Rickey Henderson, stealing a 
ton of bases, stealing the hearts of Oakland, 
and Mark McGwire, of the Bash Brothers, 
and, of course, Jose Canseco and Walt Weiss 
and Carney Lansford and Terry Steinbach 
and, yes, Dave Henderson. Let me say: 
With your homers against the Giants, when 
I go to talk to Mr. Gorbachev about reduc- 
ing offensive weapons, I’m going to tell him 
that Hindu’s bat is not negotiable. [Laugh- 
ter] 

Big-leaguers all. Each contributing big- 
time to the cause, a cause led by Tony La 
Russa, a lawyer and an even greater manag- 
er, and one of baseball’s pioneering front- 
office staffs as well, a club which hit superb- 
ly and fielded brilliantly and which, spurred 
by Mike Moore and Bob Welch, Storm 
Davis, an outstanding bullpen, echoed your 
franchise’s founder, Connie Mack, who said, 
“Pitching is 90 percent of baseball.” 

And this year, the A’s built on 1988, de- 
lighting some of baseball’s greatest fans. 
Think of it: regular-season attendance of 
almost 2.7 million. No wonder the Haases 
are smiling here—{/aughter|—with some of 
the greatest baseball played since Abner 
Doubleday got his tape measure out and 
started laying out the diamond. 

And, yes, champions on the field and 
champions off it, for you helped the bay 


area through some hard and tragic times, as 
did those equally magnificent Giants. And 
the earthquake which shook northern Cali- 
fornia delayed the series and for a moment 
paralyzed the entire region. But like the 
citizens of Oakland, San Francisco, San Jose, 
you, too, bounced back, overcoming adver- 
sity, uniting a populace, showing how true 
pros perform when the odds are longest 
and the evening darkest and the game is on 
the line—the game of baseball or the larger 
game of life. And for that I congratulate 
you and each American salutes you. The 
great pitcher, Dizzy Dean, used to say, “It 
ain’t bragging if you can back it up.” Well, 
first in the regular season, first in the post- 
season, here stand the championship Oak- 
land A’s. And in 1989 you sure backed it 
up. And to you we all say, Well done. 

Thank you so very much for coming to 
the White House. Thank you for the exam- 
ple you set for the young people in this 
country, and God bless you all. Thank you 
very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:02 p.m. in 
the Rose Garden at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to Oakland Mayor 
Lionel J. Wilson, team owner Walter Haas 
and his son Wally, and relief pitcher Dennis 
Eckersley. 


Memorandum on Intellectual Property 
Rights 
November 7, 1989 


Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 


Subject: Enforcement of Section 337 of the 
Tariff Act of 1930 


In view of your memorandum advising 
me of the decision to permit adoption of 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT) panel report on section 337 
of the Tariff Act of 1930, I am setting out 
the Administration’s policy regarding Presi- 
dential review of section 337 orders. 

I am committed to the adequate and ef- 
fective protection of U.S. intellectual prop- 
erty rights. This Administration places the 
highest priority on strengthening the en- 
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forcement of intellectual property rights in 
the Uruguay Round and in bilateral negotia- 
tions. 

Pending enactment of legislation amend- 
ing section 337, which could most effective- 
ly occur through Uruguay Round imple- 
menting legislation, the Administration will 
continue to enforce section 337 without 
change. The Congress by law has author- 
ized me to disapprove section 337 orders 
for policy reasons. In accordance with this 
Administration’s existing practice, use of 
this authority should be considered only in 
those unusual circumstances where compel- 
ling public policy reasons may require dis- 
approval. Pending legislative modification, 
the GATT panel report should not provide 
a basis for changing current practice with 
respect to Presidential review or for disap- 
proving section 337 orders. 

I appreciate your assurance that the 
USTR-led interagency process will give the 
highest priority to working with the Con- 
gress, the U.S. International Trade Commis- 
sion, and the private sector to develop an 
effective, GATT-consistent section 337 
mechanism. 


George Bush 


White House Statement on the 
Ministerial Conference on Atmospheric 
Pollution and Climate Change 


November 7, 1989 


President Bush announced today that the 
United States has agreed with other indus- 
trialized nations that stabilization of carbon 
dioxide (CO.) emissions should be achieved 
as soon as possible. The United States also 
agreed that it is timely to investigate quan- 
titative targets to limit or reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions. The United States was 
joined by over 70 countries attending the 
Ministerial Conference on Atmospheric Pol- 
lution and Climate Change in Noordwijk, 
The Netherlands. 

In joining the declaration at the Ministeri- 
al Conference, the United States recom- 
mended that international funding be di- 
rected toward funding a chlorofluorocar- 
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bons (CFC’s) phaseout in developing coun- 

tries and promoting efficient use of energy. 

In addition, the declaration: 

¢ urges all countries to take steps indi- 

vidually and collectively to promote 
greater energy conservation and effi- 
ciency; 
recognizes the need to stabilize the 
emissions of carbon dioxide and some 
other greenhouse gases, while ensuring 
sustainable development of the world 
economy; 
agrees that developing countries will 
need to be assisted financially and 
technically; 
urges all countries to join and intensify 
the ongoing work in the Intergovern- 
mental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC) with respect to a framework 
convention. 


The President said, “I asked my EPA Ad- 
ministrator, Bill Reilly, and my Science Ad- 
visor, Allan Bromley, to continue the lead- 
ership role which the U.S. has performed 
since the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli- 
mate Change was formed in 1988.” 


The President also praised the Confer- 
ence for providing the United States an ex- 
cellent opportunity for useful consultations, 
both informally and formally, with many of 
the participating countries, including many 
countries that have not previously been 
active in the IPCC process. President Bush 
also noted that such conferences contribute 
substantially to the growing consensus 
among policy makers with respect to global 
climate change. 


William Reilly, the Administrator of the 
Environmental Protection Agency, and Dr. 
Allan Bromley, Science and Technology Ad- 
visor to President Bush, emphasized during 
the Conference that the United States cur- 
rently devotes $500 million to the study of 
issues related to climate change and plans 
to increase this to about $1 billion in FY 
1991. Additionally, through such measures 
as the Clean Air Act, more stringent fuel 
efficiency standards for automobiles, aggres- 
sive energy conservation, and reforestation 
programs, among others, the United States 
is already playing a leading role in reducing 
CO. emissions. The President announced 
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in March that the United States was com- 
mitted to total phaseout of CFC’s by the 
year 2000. CFC’s account for about 25 per- 
cent of United States greenhouse emissions. 


The United States delegates emphasized 
their support for the IPCC process in which 
it chairs the Response Strategies Working 
Group, one of three such working groups. 
The IPCC will hold a plenary meeting in 
Washington, DC, in February 1990. Special 
reports on the science, effects, and re- 
sponses to global warming will be available 
later in 1990. 


In parallel with this work, a working 
group of the Domestic Policy Council, 
chaired by Dr. Allan Bromley, is undertak- 
ing an intensive program examining the po- 
tential impacts of climate change and their 
associated economic consequences. With 
the results of these working groups and the 
IPCC report in the fall of 1990, the United 
States expects to play a leading role negoti- 
ating the framework convention anticipated 
to be called for by the IPCC process. The 
United States is currently developing poli- 
cies based on sound analyses to guide na- 
tional and international actions directed 
toward eventual solutions to greenhouse 
problems. 


Proclamation 6061—National Hospice 
Month, 1989 and 1990 


November 7, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Employing the skills of a full cadre of 
health care professionals and volunteers— 
including physicians, nurses, counselors, 
therapists, and members of the clergy—hos- 
pice care enables terminally ill individuals 
to live peacefully and comfortably in their 
final days. The dedicated men and women 
who provide hospice care help terminally ill 
patients to face natural death without feel- 
ing alone or unprepared. They also help 
patients’ families cope with emotional suf- 
fering and loss. A vital portion of our Na- 
tion’s health care system, hospice programs 


reaffirm the inherent dignity and worth of 
each individual while underscoring our rev- 
erence for human life. 

In recent years, the public and private 
sectors have forged a unique partnership in 
the development of hospice programs and 
services for terminally ill individuals and 
their families. Today, a permanent Medi- 
care hospice benefit and the implementa- 
tion of a hospice benefit by several State 
Medicaid programs enable more terminally 
ill Americans to obtain needed care. Many 
private insurance companies and employers 
also provide hospice benefits in health care 
coverage packages. These programs are 
helping to ensure that hospice care remains 
a positive, viable alternative for terminally 
ill individuals and their loved ones. 


In acknowledgment of the value of hos- 
pice programs and in grateful recognition 
of the thousands of health care professionals 
and volunteers who care for the terminally 
ill, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
78, has designated the months of November 
1989 and 1990 as “National Hospice 
Month” and has authorized and requested 
the President to issue a proclamation in ob- 
servance of these months. 


Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the months of November 
1989 and 1990 as National Hospice Month. 
I urge all government agencies, hospice or- 
ganizations, health care providers, and the 
people of the United States to observe these 
months with appropriate programs and ac- 
tivities designed to encourage recognition 
of and support for hospice care as a humane 
response to the needs of the terminally ill 
and as a viable component of our Nation’s 
health care system. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:53 a.m., November 8, 1989] 
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Proclamation 6062—National 
Glaucoma Awareness Week, 1989 


November 7, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 
A Proclamation 

Our eyesight is a great and precious gift. 
Most of us have been blessed with the abili- 
ty to see the faces of loved ones, to view 
the natural wonders that surround us, and 
to read a good book or informative journal. 
Tragically, however, too many Americans 
are at risk of losing their eyesight to glauco- 
ma. 

Glaucoma is a serious disease that, if left 
undetected or untreated, can lead to blind- 
ness. In fact, glaucoma is a leading cause of 
vision loss among older men and women. 
Black Americans of all ages are also highly 
vulnerable to this disease, as are persons 
with diabetes or a family history of glauco- 
ma. 

Of the two million Americans known to 
suffer from glaucoma, some 80,000 are le- 
gally blind. It is estimated that several mil- 
lion Americans suffer from ocular hyperten- 
sion, which is frequently a silent symptom 
of the disease. 

Fortunately, glaucoma is treatable, and 
blindness from the disease is almost always 
preventable. However, because glaucoma is 
often asymptomatic in its early stages, mil- 
lions of healthy people are unaware that 
they have the disease. That is why periodic, 
comprehensive eye exams are so impor- 
tant—especially for those at higher risk of 
developing glaucoma and other eye ail- 
ments. 

In recognition of the importance of pro- 
moting public awareness about glaucoma 
an‘ of encouraging all Americans to obtain 
periodic eye examinations, the Congress, by 
Senate Joint Resolution 194, has designated 
the week beginning November 12, 1989, as 
“National Glaucoma Awareness Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
week. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning No- 
vember 12, 1989, as National Glaucoma 
Awareness Week. I call upon health care 
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providers, private voluntary organizations, 
and the people of the United States to ob- 
serve this week with appropriate programs, 
ceremonies, and activities designed to en- 
courage all Americans to have their eyes 
examined regularly. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventh day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:54 a.m., November 8, 1989] 


Nomination of Cynthia S. Perry To Be 
United States Ambassador to Burundi 


November 7, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Cynthia Shepard Perry to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
tentiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Burundi. She would suc- 
ceed James Daniel Phillips. 

Since 1986 Ambassador Perry has served 
as Ambassador to the Republic of Sierra 
Leone. Prior to this, she was chief of the 
education and human resources division at 
the Agency for International Development, 
1982-1986; dean of international student af- 
fairs and professor of education at Texas 
Southern University in Houston, TX, 1978- 
1982; staff trainer for the United Nations 
Commission for Africa in Addis Ababa, 
Ethiopia, 1976-1978; and an in-country 
Peace Corps trainer in Kenya and a USS. 
Information Service consultant in Kenya, 
Nigeria, and Zambia, 1974-1976. In addi- 
tion, Ambassador Perry served as an associ- 
ate professor of education and Associate Di- 
rector of Teacher Corps and Peace Corps at 
Texas Southern University in Houston, TX, 
1971-1974; and Director of National Teach- 
er Corps at the University of Massachusetts 
School of Education, 1968-1971. 

Ambassador Perry graduated from Indi- 
ana State University (B.S., 1968) and the 
University of Massachusetts (Ed.D., 1972). 
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She was born November 11, 1928, in Terre 
Haute, IN. Ambassador Perry is married 
and has six children. 


Nomination of Douglas B. Comer To 
Be Deputy Commissioner of Patents 
and Trademarks 


November 7, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Douglas B. Comer to be 
Deputy Commissioner of Patents and 
Trademarks, Department of Commerce. He 
would succeed Donald W. Peterson. 

Since 1987 Mr. Comer has served as an 
associate with the law firm of Akin and 
Gump in Washington, DC. Prior to this, he 
was the president and chief executive offi- 
cer of Electronic Processing, Inc.; chief 
counsel and staff counsel for the Senate Ju- 
diciary Subcommittee on Courts; and an As- 
sistant United States Attorney for the Dis- 
trict of Kansas. 

Mr. Comer graduated from Baylor Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1971) and Baylor University 
School of Law (J.D., 1975). He was born 
December 2, 1949, in Kansas City, MO. Mr. 
Comer is married, has one child, and cur- 
rently resides in Alexandria, VA. 


Appointment of Elliot L. Richardson as 
Special Representative of the President 
for the Multilateral Assistance Initiative 
for the Philippines 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Elliot L. Richardson to serve 
as Special Representative of the President 
for the Multilateral Assistance Initiative for 
the Philippines. As Special Representative, 
Ambassador Richardson will oversee and 
promote United States participation in the 
Multilateral Assistance Initiative (MAI). The 
MAI is a multisectoral, multilateral program 
of international support for democracy and 
economic growth in the Philippines. It is 
designed to help the Philippines restructure 
its economy in order to achieve broadly 
based, self-sustaining growth led by the pri- 


vate sector and to improve the quality of 
life of the people of the Philippines. Ambas- 
sador Richardson will work closely with the 
Philippine Government, the Congress, re- 
sponsible U.S. Government agencies, other 
bilateral donor couniries and multilateral 
institutions, and the private sector in carry- 
ing out his responsibilities as Special Repre- 
sentative. 

Ambassador Richardson has a_ distin- 
guished record of public service spanning 
more than four decades. Among the posi- 
tions in which he served are Ambassador at 
Large and Special Representative of the 
President to the Law of the Sea Confer- 
ence, 1977-1980; Secretary of Commerce, 
1976-1977; Ambassador to the Court of St. 
James’s, 1975-1976; Attorney General of 
the United States, 1973; Secretary of De- 
fense, 1973; Secretary of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, 1970-1973; and Under Secre- 
tary of State, 1969-1970. Ambassador Rich- 
ardson was the attorney general of Massa- 
chusetts, 1967-1969, and the Lieutenant 
Governor of Massachusetts, 1965-1967. 

Ambassador Richardson graduated from 
Harvard College (A.B., 1941) and Harvard 
Law School (LL.B., 1947). He was born July 
20, 1920, in Boston, MA. Ambassador Rich- 
ardson served in the U.S. Army, 1942-1945. 
He is married, has three children, and re- 
sides in McLean, VA. 


Appointment of Sig Rogich as Assistant 
to the President for Public Events and 
Initiatives 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of Sig Rogich as Assistant to the 
President for Public Events and Initiatives. 
Mr. Rogich succeeds Stephen M. Studdert. 

Before joining the White House, Mr. 
Rogich was the president and founder of 
R & R Advertising, the !argest advertising 
and marketing firm in the State of Nevada. 
During the course of his career, he has par- 
ticipated in over 200 political campaigns. 
Most recently, Mr. Rogich served as direc- 
tor of advertising for the Bush/Quayle ’88 
campaign. 
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Mr. Rogich graduated from the Universi- 
ty of Nevada-Reno (B.A., 1967). He has two 
daughters and resides in Las Vegas, NV. 


Appointment of William T. Pryce as 
Special Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs and Senior 
Director for Latin America and the 
Caribbean at the National Security 
Council 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of William T. Pryce as Special 
Assistant to the President for National Secu- 
rity Affairs. Mr. Pryce will be Senior Direc- 
tor for Latin America and the Caribbean at 
the National Security Council. 

Mr. Pryce is a career Foreign Service offi- 
cer, whose most recent assignment was 
Deputy U.S. Permanent Representative to 
the Organization of American States in 
Washington, DC. He served as Minister- 
Counselor and Deputy Chief of Mission at 
the U.S. Embassy in Panama from 1982 to 
1986. Prior to that he was Deputy Chief of 
Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Bolivia and 
Counselor for Political Affairs at the U.S. 
Embassy in Mexico City. Mr. Pryce joined 
the Foreign Service in 1958, after serving 
in the U.S. Navy from 1954 to 1958. During 
most of his career, he has specialized in 
Latin American and Eastern European af- 
fairs. His early assignments included Mexico 
City, Moscow, and Panama, as well as serv- 
ice in the Department as Assistant to the 
Under Secretary of State for Economic Af- 
fairs. After serving as chief of the political 
section in the U.S. Embassy in Guatemala 
City, Mr. Pryce was assigned in 1974 as 
chief of Soviet programs for the State De- 
partment’s Bureau of Educational and Cul- 
tural Affairs. He attended the National War 
College in 1976, prior to serving as Execu- 
tive Assistant to Ambassador at Large Ells- 
worth Bunker. 

Born in San Diego, CA, Mr. Pryce grew 
up in Ebensburg, PA. He graduated from 
Wesleyan University and the Fletcher 
School of Law and Diplomacy. He is mar- 
ried to Joan MacClurg Pryce and has three 
children. 
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Continuation of Frank DeGeorge as 
Inspector General of the Department 
of Commerce 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Frank DeGeorge will continue to serve as 
Inspector General of the Department of 
Commerce. 

Since 1988 Mr. DeGeorge has been In- 
spector General at the Department of Com- 
merce in Washington, DC, and has served 
as Acting Inspector General, 1987-1988. 
Prior to this he was Deputy Inspector Gen- 
eral at the Department of Commerce, 
1982-1988. He was Associate Deputy Ad- 
ministrator for the Veterans Administration, 
1981-1982; Principal Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary for Conservation and Renewable 
Energy at the Department of Energy, 
1980-1981; Acting Assistant Secretary for 
Conservation and Renewable Energy at the 
Department of Energy, 1981; and Deputy 
Chief Financial Officer at the Department 
of Energy, 1979-1980. Mr. DeGeorge has 
served in several capacities at the Depart- 
ment of Health, Education and Welfare, in- 
cluding Deputy Commissioner of Oper- 
ations for Social Security, 1979; Associate 
Commissioner for Management and Admin- 
istration, 1973-1979; Associate Commission- 
er for Management and Administration for 
Social Security, 1973-1979; Associate Ad- 
ministrator for Management, 1972-1973; 
and Assistant Administrator for Financial 
Management, 1971-1972. 

Mr. DeGeorge graduated from LaSalle 
University (B.A., 1951). He was born Sep- 
tember 18, 1929, in Philadelphia, PA. He 
served in the U.S. Marine Corps, 1951- 
1953. He is married, has three children, and 
resides in College Park, MD. 


Continuation of Charles A. Gargano as 
United States Ambassador to Trinidad 
and Tobago 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced that 
Charles A. Gargano will continue to serve 
as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipo- 
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tentiary of the United States of America to 
the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. 

Since 1988 Mr. Gargano has served as 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to the 
Republic of Trinidad and Tobago. Prior to 
this, he served as the president of G.M. De- 
velopment, Inc., in East Islip, NY, 1984— 
1988. He was vice president and general 
supervisor of construction and engineering 
at J.D. Posillico, Inc., 1983-1984; the 
Deputy Administrator at the Department of 
Transportation for the Urban Mass Trans- 
portation Administration in Washington, 
DC, 1981-1983; and vice president and 
general supervisor of construction and engi- 
neering at J.D. Posillico, Inc., 1963-1981. 

Mr. Gargano graduated from Farleigh 
Dickinson University (B.S., 1976; M.B.A., 
1977). He was born October 28, 1934, in 
Avellino, Italy. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in Dix Hills, NY. 


Nomination of Robert G. Joseph for the 


Rank of Ambassador While Serving as a 
Member of the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Standing 
Consultative Commission 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert Gregory Joseph for 
the rank of Ambassador during his tenure 
of service as United States Commissioner of 
the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Standing Consultative 
Commission. 

Since 1987 Dr. Joseph has served as the 
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for 
Nuclear Forces and Arms Control Policy in 
Washington, DC. He also served as the 
Acting Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary 
of Defense for International Security Policy, 
1987-1988. Prior to this, he was the Direc- 
tor of the Theater Nuclear Forces Policy, 
1985-1987, and the Chief of the Nuclear 
Policy/Plans Section for the United States 
Mission to the North Atlantic Treaty Orga- 
nization, 1982-1984. Dr. Joseph served at 
the Department of Defense in the Office of 
the Undersecretary of Defense for Policy as 
the Assistant for Nuclear Policy, 1980-1981, 
and the Assistant for General Purpose 
Forces, 1979. He was the Assistant for Ne- 


gotiations at the Department of Defense in 
the Office of the Assistant Secretary of De- 
fense for International Security Affairs, 
1978. 

Dr. Joseph graduated from St. Louis Uni- 
versity (B.A., 1971), the University of Chica- 
go (M.A., 1973), and Columbia University 
(M. Phil., 1975; Ph.D., 1978). He attended 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 1967-1969. Dr. 
Joseph was born September 29, 1949, in 
Williston, ND. He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and currently resides in Alexandria, 
VA. 


Nomination of Edward J. Philbin To 
Be a Member of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission, and 
Designation as Chairman 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward J. Philbin to be a 
member of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission for a term expiring December 31, 
1993. He would succeed Heather J. Gradi- 
son. Upon confirmation he will be designat- 
ed Chairman. 

Since 1984 Mr. Philbin has served as 
Commissioner for the Federal Maritime 
Commission in Washington, DC. Prior to 
this, he served as Deputy Assistant Secre- 
tary of Defense for Reserve Affairs, 1981- 
1984; assistant dean at the University of San 
Diego School of Law, 1970-1985; professor 
of law, 1973-1985; adjunct professor of law, 
1969-1970; and partner with the law firm 
of Hesch, Hegner and Philbin, in 1966- 
1970. In addition, he has served as a Com- 
missioner of the Federal Maritime Commis- 
sion, 1984-1988. 

Mr. Philbin graduated from San Diego 
State University (B.S., 1957) and the Univer- 
sity of San Diego School of Law (J.D., 1965). 
He was born August 7, 1932, in New York, 
NY. Mr. Philbin served in the United States 
Naval Air Reserve, 1949-1954, and the USS. 
Air Force, 1957 to present. He currently 
serves as commander of the New Jersey Air 
National Guard. Mr. Philbin is married, has 
one child, and resides in Arlington, VA. 
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Nomination of Mary L. Schapiro To Be 
a Member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission 


November 8, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Mary L. Schapiro to be a 
member of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission for the term of 5 years expiring 
June 5, 1994. Ms. Schapiro has been serving 
on this Commission since November 1988 
by recess appointment. 


Ms. Schapiro served as general counsel 
and senior vice president for the Futures 
Industry Association, 1984-1988. Prior to 
this, she served as counsel and executive 
assistant to the Chairman of the Commod- 
ities Futures Trading Commission, 1981- 
1984, and as a trial attorney for the Com- 
modity Futures Trading Commission in the 
manipulation and trade practice investiga- 
tions unit of the division of enforcement, 
1980. 


Ms. Schapiro graduated from Franklin 
and Marshall College (B.A., 1977) and 
George Washington University National 
Law Center (J.D., 1980). She was born June 
19, 1955, in New York, NY. Ms. Schapiro is 
married and resides in Washington, DC. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Council of Europe-Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development Tax Convention 
November 8, 1989 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith for Senate advice and 
consent to ratification a Convention on 
Mutual Administrative Assistance in Tax 
Matters, among the member States of the 
Council of Europe and the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development 
(OECD), done at Strasbourg, January 25, 
1988, and signed by the United States in 
Paris on June 28, 1989. I also transmit the 
report of the Department of State on the 
convention. 
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Under the convention, Parties will ex- 
change information for the assessment, re- 
covery, and enforcement of tax(es) and tax 
claims, and to assist in the prosecution of a 
taxpayer. The United States will exchange 
information on taxes on income or profits, 
capital gains, or net wealth imposed by the 
Federal Government and, in keeping with 
the U.S. Model Treaty, will not exchange 
information on State or local taxes. 


The taxpayer protections available under 
the convention are at least as extensive as 
under the U.S. Model Treaty. Information 
provided by the United States to another 
party may not be released to a third party 
without U.S. consent. 


The convention also provides for assist- 
ance in the recovery of taxes and for assist- 
ance in service of documents. The United 
States has chosen to reserve on these provi- 
sions, in accordance with the option avail- 
able to all Signatories. 


I recommend the Senate give early and 
favorable consideration to the convention 
and give its advice and consent to ratifica- 
tion. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 8, 1989. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Meeting With 
Violeta Chamorro of Nicaragua 


November 8, 1989 


The President met at 3 p.m. today with 
Violeta Chamorro, Presidential candidate of 
the United Nicaraguan Opposition. They 
discussed the great progress the opposition 
coalition has made in the struggle to bring 
democracy to Nicaragua. The President ex- 
pressed to Mrs. Chamorro his best wishes 
for her and the Nicaraguan people. The 
President stated that the United States 
stands firmly behind the Nicaraguan opposi- 
tion’s demands for fairness in the campaign. 
The President and Mrs. Chamorro agreed 
that although the Nicaraguan Government 
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has taken several measures to permit great- 
er freedoms, the Sandinistas have not fully 
complied with their agreement of August 4 
with the opposition coalition. More needs to 
be done, such as providing equal access to 
television and full amnesty for political pris- 
oners. 


The President and Mrs. Chamorro spoke 
about the need for the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment to renew the cease-fire with the Nica- 
raguan resistance. Both expressed concern 
that a failure to do so might be used to 
suppress political activity and the free ex- 
pression of political will by the Nicaraguan 
people. The President hopes that in the 
talks in New York between the Sandinistas 
and the resistance, the Nicaraguan Govern- 
ment will agree to make a cease-fire effec- 
tive and permanent, and create the condi- 
tions whereby the resistance could voluntar- 
ily return to their homes in safety and with 
full political and civil rights. 


Mrs. Chamorro stressed the importance 
of international observers to maintaining a 
free and fair electoral process. The Presi- 
dent stated the Nicaraguan Government 
should welcome and fully cooperate with all 
observers, recognizing that a government 
that says it supports freedom should have 
nothing to hide. They also discussed inter- 
national assistance to the electoral process 
and democratic forces in Nicaragua. Both 
leaders stated their conviction that such as- 
sistance will play a positive role in assuring 
a fair election. 


The President looks forward to the day 
when, with a democratic government, Nica- 
raguans will have good political and eco- 
nomic relations with the United States and 
the rest of the free world, and will be able 
to begin rebuilding after decades of dicta- 
torship. He received a letter from Mrs. Cha- 
morro stressing that a Chamorro adminis- 
tration would be committed to reconcilia- 
tion of the Nicaraguan people and recon- 
struction of the economy in peace and de- 
mocracy. Should this occur, the President 
said the United States would be ready to lift 
the trade embargo and assist in Nicaragua’s 
reconstruction. 


Proclamation 6063—Montana 
Centennial Day, 1989 


November 8, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On November 8, 1889, Montana was ad- 
mitted to the Union as the 41st State. In the 
century that has followed, the people of 
Montana have built upon their frontier her- 
itage and made substantial contributions to 
our Nation’s economic and social well- 
being. 

During their famous expedition early in 
the 19th century, Captains Meriwether 
Lewis and William Clark introduced this 
“Big Sky Country” to the world. By wagon 
train and later by railroad, a rush of home- 
steaders seized the opportunity to cultivate 
this new land and enjoy its abundant natu- 
ral resources. Our Nation’s fourth largest 
State is now home to a number of impor- 
tant industries—such as farming, ranching, 
mining, and tourism—that utilize its spec- 
tacular wealth of forests, prairies, wildlife, 
minerals, and natural beauty. Montanans 
are a proud, hardworking, and community- 
minded people who have added strength 
and color to the character of America. 

In recognition of these contributions, the 
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 19, has 
designated November 8, 1989, as “Montana 
Centennial Day” and has authorized and 
requested the President to issue a procla- 
mation in observance of this day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 8, 1989, as 
Montana Centennial Day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of November, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:56 a.m., November 9, 1989} 
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Remarks at the Welcoming Ceremony 
for President Corazon C. Aquino of the 
Philippines 

November 9, 1989 


President Bush. Ms. President, welcome 
back to the United States, and welcome 
back to the White House. You last visited 
our country just months after the “miracle 
of people power.” The changes in your 
country since that time are truly exciting. 
Your leadership has made the Philippines a 
beacon of democracy worthy of imitation 
throughout the world. Your economy is 
growing towards full recovery. We salute 
you, and we salute the Philippine people 
for vision, perseverance, and the successes 
that you have achieved. 

We're looking forward to this opportunity 
to get better acquainted, to consult closely 
on the broad range of issues and concerns 
that we share. And high among these con- 
cerns, I know, is the promotion of private 
investment and trade between our two 
countries, the key to balanced, long-term 
growth. 

Three years ago, when you rang the bell 
of freedom in Manila, America cheered and 
rose in awe. When your words rang from 
the rafters of our Congress, our leaders 
stood up and gave you the most thunderous 
reception given any foreign leader in more 
than a generation. And just yesterday, when 
you rang the bell on the New York Stock 
Exchange, the market climbed 26 points. 
[Laughter] So, the message is simple: From 
Main Street to Wall Street, America loves 
the Philippines, and America loves Cory 
Aquino. 

You deserve our help, and you will get it. 
I pledge our continuing assistance to your 
government, and that means security assist- 
ance as well as aid to economic develop- 
ment. And it means cooperating in your 
important debt-reduction program. Your 
priorities are our priorities: reform—admin- 
istrative and economic; recovery—new in- 
vestment, encouraged by sound infrastruc- 
ture and sound policies; renewal—help with 
alleviating poverty and preserving the envi- 
ronment; resistance—to the murderous anti- 
democratic forces of the Communist insur- 
gency. 

Earlier this year, America’s Independ- 
ence Day marked the successful launch of 
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the Multilateral Assistance Initiative. This 
unique program, developed with Japan and 
the World Bank and the International Mon- 
etary Fund and other donors, bolsters your 
efforts to refuel and restructure the Philip- 
pine economy. Today Congress stands ready 
to provide support for the first year of 
America’s contribution to this initiative. 
And my appointment of one of our most 
preeminent statesmen, Ambassador Elliot 
Richardson, as my personal representative 
for the initiative, shows the priority we 
accord to its success. With your govern- 
ment’s continued dedication to administra- 
tive reform, effective project implementa- 
tion, economic restructuring, the promise of 
this initiative will be fulfilled. 

It is fitting, President Aquino, that you 
should visit as we approach a Veterans Day 
weekend. In the darkest nights of this de- 
mocracy, in the days immediately following 
Pearl Harbor, Americans and Filipinos 
fought and died together. Hallowed names 
like Bataan and Corregidor will always bind 
us together in pride as well as sorrow. It 
was because so many Philippine citizens 
sacrificed their lives that General MacAr- 
thur was able to wade ashore at Leyte Gulf 
with Philippine President Osmena. MacAr- 
thur had returned; and fighting side by side 
with your country, victory was achieved. 

On a personal note, 45 years ago almost 
to this very day, I was a 20-year-old kid 
piloting a torpedo plane on a raid against 
enemy shipping in Manila Bay. The exact 
date, I think, was November 13th. And 
President Aquino has often spoken of her 
belief that God has a plan. And I don’t 
doubt it. For looking back today, I realize 
that, as I safely flew back to that ship on 
that November day in 1944, somewhere far 
below was the town of San Mateo, where an 
11-year-old girl, a convent student, waited 
with her family. She was a remarkable 
child, devoted to her studies and to her 
faith, fiercely proud of her family and her 
people. And today it is a privilege and an 
honor for me to welcome her to the White 
House, the elected leader of the Republic of 
the Philippines, President Corazon Aquino. 

Ms. President, in 1986, as in World War 
II, your nation faced a moment of truth. 
And once again the people of the Philip- 
pines proved their courage to the world. 
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Down through the decades, our two peo- 
ples have shared a strong commitment to 
freedom, democracy, peace, and stability 
for the Philippines, for America, and for the 
Pacific region. And you noted here 3 years 
ago that the recovery of democracy brought 
with it the ability to deal with your major 
ally on an equal footing, the only basis for a 
relationship between friends. And so, it is in 
that spirit that we look forward to the dis- 
cussions that we’ve already agreed will 
begin in December, discussions which, we 
are confident, will mold a new and mutual- 
ly beneficial long-term security partnership 
in the future. 

Welcome back, Mrs. President. God bless 
you. And God bless the people of the Phil- 
ippines. And God bless the friendship be- 
tween our two great nations. Thank you 
very much. 

President Aquino. Mr. President, 3 years 
ago I came to Washington as the head of a 
country still reeling from 2 decades of mis- 
rule. With its economy just beginning to stir 
back to life, I stood here, nonetheless, as the 
representative of the Filipino people with a 
great deal of pride. For the Philippines had 
recovered its freedom and had become 
again a member in good standing, alongside 
the United States, in the club of democra- 
cies. 

It is true that authoritarian governments 
can be proud, and often are excessively; but 
not their countries. Only free nations can 
truly feel pride. Today I stand here with a 
great deal of hope—hope for the full eco- 
nomic recovery of my country, a recovery 
that is well on its way to becoming sustain- 
able economic growth with some help from 
our friends. 

I have come to Washington at the kind 
invitation of President Bush. With him and 
with Vice President Dan Quayle, State Sec- 
retary James Baker, Treasury Secretary 
Nicholas Brady, and other officials, I hope 
to discuss a wide variety of issues affecting 
Philippine-American relations in line with 
the United States long efforts to maintain 
stability, foster peace, encourage freedom, 
and uplift the living standards of peoples 
throughout the world. 

We will raise, particularly, the means by 
which the Philippines and the United States 
can cooperate in more areas to our mutual 
economic benefit. We shall explore the 


means to increase trade between two coun- 
tries with long historic ties and deep cultur- 
al affinities. We shall do these things so that, 
by the economic improvement of the one, 
these two oldest allies in Asia can be strong- 
er together. 

These issues will not be easily or quickly 
resolved. But it is good for the sake of a 
friendship that we want to deepen further 
to begin their discussion with face-to-face 
meetings, the establishment of personal rap- 
port, and an affirmation of the values that 
we shall never compromise and ever 
uphold. 

While in Washington, I also expect to 
renew my acquaintance with various Mem- 
bers of the Congress that received me so 
warmly on my first visit and to get down to 
serious discussions with the officials of the 
International Monetary Fund. And equally 
important, I shall be renewing contact with 
the Filipino communities in the cities I shall 
visit, for they represent in the most vivid 
way for Americans the other side of the 
longest standing alliance for peace in the 
Pacific. 

I’m so happy to be back. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: President Bush spoke at 10:10 a.m. at 
the South Portico of the White House, where 
President Aquino was accorded a formal 
welcome with full military honors. Follow- 
ing the ceremony, the two Presidents met in 
the Oval Office. 


Message to the Senate Transmitting an 
Annex to the International Convention 
for the Prevention of Pollution from 
Ships 

November 9, 1989 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, for the advice and 
consent of the Senate, Annex III (Regula- 
tions for the Prevention of Pollution by 
Harmful Substances Carried by Sea in Pack- 
aged Forms or in Freight Containers, Porta- 
ble Tanks or Road and Rail Tank Wagons), 
an optional annex to the 1973 International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution 
from Ships, as modified and incorporated 
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by the 1978 protocol relating thereto 
(MARPOL 73/78). I also transmit, for the 
information of the Senate, the report of the 
Department of State with its attached anal- 
ysis of Annex III. 

MARPOL 73/78 is the global agreement 
to control pollution from ships. Annex III 
establishes uniform regulations for the 
transport of packaged harmful substances, 
including packaging, marking/labelling, 
documentation, and stowage requirements 
and, if necessary, quantity limitations. It 
complements the other annexes’ to 
MARPOL 73/78, which relate to the trans- 
port of oil (Annex I) and harmful substances 
carried in bulk (Annex II), and to ship-gen- 
erated sewage (Annex IV) and garbage 
(Annex V). 

The United States ratified MARPOL 
73/78 on August 12, 1980, along with An- 
nexes I and II, and it entered into force for 
the United States on October 2, 1983. U.S. 
ratification of Annex III at this time would 
bring the annex into force. Moreover, 
agreement has been reached that, once in 
force, the Parties will adopt U.S.-sponsored 
amendments to the annex that will 
strengthen its nvovisions and make it a 
more effective environmental instrument. 

U.S. ratification of MARPOL Annex III 
will be an important step in minimizing 
pollution of the world’s oceans from dis- 
charges of packaged harmful substances. I 
recommend the Senate give early consider- 
ation to Annex III of MARPOL 73/78 and 
give its advice and consent to ratification. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
November 9, 1989. 


Statement on Signing the Departments 
of Veterans Affairs and Housing and 
Urban Development, and Independent 
Agencies Appropriations Act, 1990 
November 9, 1989 


Today I signed into law H.R. 2916, the 
“Departments of Veterans Affairs and 
Housing and Urban Development, and In- 
— Agencies Appropriations Act, 
1 [* 
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As we are about to celebrate Veterans 
Day, let me say that I am especially pleased 
that this Act provides resources for our Na- 
tion’s veterans. Those men and women who 
have served in the military can expect to 
receive the benefits they deserve. The Act 
provides $11.4 billion for VA Medical Care, 
an increase of $0.5 billion over the 1989 
enacted level. These funds will allow for 
continued medical services to our veterans 
in need of VA care. In addition, $50 million 
provided in Title IV of the Transportation 
Appropriations bill will help treat those vet- 
erans with substance abuse problems. 

I am also pleased that the Act includes 
funding that will help maintain America’s 
leadership in space. This commitment to 
space is important to our national security, 
our economic growth, and our quality of 
life. In particular, the funding provided for 
the Space Station Freedom, a keystone of 
the Nation’s space policy, will enable us to 
continue a stable and sustainable program. 
This level of funding will allow for the de- 
velopment of the Space Station Freedom on 
a schedule leading to permanently manned 
capability in the mid-1990’s. 

I am also pleased that the Act substantial- 
ly increased funding for the HUD and VA 
McKinney Act programs to help reduce the 
tragedy of homelessness. However, I am 
disappointed that the Congress did not fully 
fund McKinney and did not fund our new 
$50 million comprehensive shelter and 
services initiative or our $44 million propos- 
al for a new low-income homeownership 
program. 

I am concerned about some legislative 
provisions of the Act. In particular, I am 
concerned about the 23-percent increase 
the Act provided in the Federal Housing 
Administration (FHA) loan limit on single- 
family loans, without the reforms necessary 
to ensure the actuarial soundness of this 
FHA program. As a first step, I encourage 
the Congress to move quickly to adopt the 
specific FHA reforms that the Administra- 
tion has just submitted to the Congress. 

George Bush 
The White House, 
November 9, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 2916, approved November 9, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-144. 
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Proclamation 6064—National Women 
Veterans Recognition Week, 1989 


November 9, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


For more than 50 years, our Nation has 
benefitted from the service of women in 
every branch of our Armed Forces. Women 
have served with distinction in every over- 
seas combat theater of every conflict since 
World War I. Some have been wounded in 
the line of duty, and others have given 
their lives for our country, but all have 
been a vital element in the success of 
America’s Armed Forces. Bringing their 
talent, skill, and vision to a variety of occu- 
pations, they have made a lasting mark 
upon the military history of the United 
States. 

The contributions and the sacrifices of 
the women who have served in our Armed 
Forces merit the respect and admiration of 
the people of the United States. Thus, it is 
most fitting that we set aside a special time 
to honor our women veterans. 

In grateful recognition of the women who 
have served in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, the Congress, by House Joint 
Resolution 35, has designated the week be- 
ginning November 5, 1989, as “National 
Women Veterans Recognition Week” and 
has authorized and requested the President 
to issue a proclamation in observance of this 
event. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning No- 
vember 5, 1989, as National Women Veter- 
ans Recognition Week. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe the 
week with appropriate programs, ceremo- 
nies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of November, in the 
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 4:37 p.m., November 9, 1989] 


Nomination of Susan J. Crawford To 
Be Inspector General of the 
Department of Defense 


November 9, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Susan J. Crawford to be 
Inspector General of the Department of 
Defense. She would succeed June Gibbs 
Brown. 


Since 1983 Mrs. Crawford has served as 
the General Counsel of the Department of 
the Army. Prior to this, she served as Prin- 
cipal Deputy General Counsel of the De- 
partment of the Army at the Pentagon, 
1981-1983; partner with a law firm in Oak- 
land, MD, 1979-1981; and an associate with 
the same firm, 1977-1979. 


Mrs. Crawford graduated from Bucknell 
University (B.S., 1969) and received a law 
degree from the New England School of 
Law in 1977. She was born April 22, 1947, 
in Pittsburgh, PA. Mrs. Crawford is mar- 
ried, has one child, and resides in Falls 
Church, VA. 


Appointment of William J. Hilsman as 
a Member of the President’s National 
Security Telecommunications Advisory 
Committee 


November 9, 1989 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Lt. Gen. William J. Hilsman, 
USA, Ret. as a member of the President’s 
National Security Telecommunications Ad- 
visory Committee. He would succeed 
Robert S. Leventhal. 


Since 1983 General Hilsman has served as 
president and chief executive officer of the 
International Mobile Machines Corp. in 
Philadelphia, PA. Prior to this, he served in 
the Army for 29 years as a lieutenant gener- 
al, manager of the National Communica- 
tions System, director of the Defense Com- 
munications Agency at the Department of 
Defense, commander of the Signal Corps 
Center, and as commander of the com- 
munications for the research and develop- 
ment command at Fort Monmouth, NJ. 
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General Hilsman graduated from the U.S. 
Military Academy in 1954 and received his 
master’s degree from Northeastern Univer- 
sity. He was born March 13, 1932, in St. 
Louis, MO. General Hilsman is married, has 
four children, and resides in Philadelphia, 
PA. 


Remarks and a Question-and-Answer 
Session With Reporters on the Opening 
of the German Democratic Republic’s 
Borders 


November 9, 1989 


The President. We just wanted to make a 
brief statement here. I’ve just been briefed 
by the Secretary of State and my national 
security adviser on the latest news coming 
out of Germany. And of course, I welcome 
the decision by the East German leadership 
to open the borders to those wishing to 
emigrate or travel. And this, if it’s imple- 
mented fully, certainly conforms with the 
Helsinki Final Act, which the GDR 
[German Democratic Republic] signed. And 
if the GDR goes forward now, this wall 
built in ’61 will have very little relevance. 
And it clearly is a good development in 
terms of human rights. And I must say that 
after discussing this here with the Secretary 
of State and the national security adviser, I 
am very pleased with this development. 


Q. Mr. President, would the United States 
now consider doing more to help West Ger- 
many to take care of some of these East 
Germans coming into that country? Is there 
more that you could do now to help West 
Germany accommodate—— 


The President. Well, we have such a close 
relationship with the Federal Republic that 
if Chancellor Kohl asks us to be of some 
assistance I’m certain we would give it seri- 
ous consideration. I mean, I don’t know 
what it is they’d have in mind, because I 
think with a truly open border it is hard to 
predict how many will be trying to leave. 
And so, it’s a dynamic development, and we 
just have to wait and see. But our relation- 
ship with the Federal Republic is such that 
we would want to be of the maximum help 
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if it was needed. So far, Germany has done 
a magnificent job in handling those who 
have preceded this new exodus. 


Q. Have you assured Mr. Kohl that if he 
does need help that we'll be there for 
them? 


The President. Well, I haven’t talked to 
him, Lesley [Lesley Stahl, CBS News], since 
this development because he just went off 
to Poland. I talked to him about this last 
week and made very clear to him that we 
thought—I think it was last week—made 
very clear to him that we thought they 
were handling it with great sensitivity. It’s 
an enormous burden on the Federal Repub- 
lic. And I don’t remember in that conversa- 
tion if I said, If we can be of any help, 
please let me know; but I’m sure he knows 
that’s the case. 


Q. Did he give any indication of how far 
he’d be able to go to accommodate this 
influx of refugees? I think the number 
stands at about 110,000 now. Did he say if 
it hits a million we’re going to have real 
problems? 


The President. No, he didn’t go into num- 
bers at all, but he demonstrates a quiet con- 
fidence that the Federal Republic can cope. 
As I say, they have done a good job. And 
here’s a new development in this rapidly 
changing part of the world that we can 
salute. And it’s a dramatic happening for 
East Germany and, of course, for freedom. 


Q. Is this the end of the Iron Curtain, sir? 


The President. Well, I don’t think any 
single event is the end of what you might 
call the Iron Curtain, but clearly this is a 
long way from the harshest Iron Curtain 
days—a long way from that. 


Q. Mr. President, what do you think the 
implications are for the Warsaw Pact now? I 
mean, can we say that this may be an indi- 
cation that they’re headed toward a loosen- 
ing or even a dismantling of the Warsaw 
Pact? 


The President. 1 think you have to say 
what you mean by Warsaw Pact. I mean, it 
seems to me that it’s certainly a loosening 
up in terms of travel. It concurs with the 
Helsinki Final Act, and it is a very good 
development. 
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Our objective is a Europe whole and free. 
And is it a step towards that? I would say 
yes. Gorbachev talks about a common 
home. Is it a step towards that? Probably so. 


Q. What do you think the implications 
are for emigration to this country, Mr. 
President? Do you think we'll be seeing 
very many of these new refugees? 


The President. There’s no indication of 
that. These are Germans going to the Fed- 
eral Republic of Germany. 


Q. What’s the danger here of events just 
spinning out of controlP Secretary Baker 
commented earlier about how rapid the 
pace of change has been in Eastern Europe. 
Nobody really expected this to happen as 
quickly as it did. Is there a danger here that 
things are accelerating too quickly? 


The President. I wouldn’t want to say this 
kind of development makes things to be 
moving too quickly at all. It’s the kind of 
development that we have long encouraged 
by our strong support for the Helsinki Final 
Act. So, I’m not going to hypothecate that 
anything goes too fast. 


Q. So, you don’t see—— 


The President. But we are handling it in a 
way where we are not trying to give any- 
body a hard time. We’re saluting those who 
can move forward with democracy. We are 
encouraging the concept of a Europe whole 
and free. And so, we just welcome it. But I 
don’t like to go into a lot of hypotheses 
about too much change or too rapid change 
or what I’d do, what our whole team here 
would do if something went wrong. I think 
it’s been handled by the West very well; 
and certainly we salute the people in East 
Germany, the GDR, whose aspirations for 
freedom seem to be a little further down 
the road now. 


Q. Mr. President, do you think now that 
East Germany appears to be moving in the 
direction of Poland and Hungary that the 
rest of the Eastern bloc can continue to 
resist this? I’m thinking of Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgaria, Romania? Will they be the next? 


The President. No, I don’t think anyone 
can resist it, in Europe or in the Western 
Hemisphere. 


Q. Did you ever imagine—— 


The President. That’s one of the great 
things about dynamic change in Central 
America: It’s moving in our direction. 

Q. Did you ever imagine anything like 
this happening? 

Q. On your watch? 

The President. We’ve imagined it, but I 
can’t say that I foresaw this development at 
this stage. Now, I didn’t foresee it, but 
imagining it, yes. When I talk about a 
Europe whole and free, we’re talking about 
this kind of freedom to come and go, this 
kind of staying with and living by the Hel- 
sinki Final Act, which gives the people the 
rights to come and go. 

Q. In what you just said, that this is a sort 
of great victory for our side in the big East- 
West battle, but you don’t seem elated. And 
I'm wondering if you’re thinking of the 
problems. 

The President. | am not an emotional 
kind of guy. 

Q. Well, how elated are you? 

The President. I'm very pleased. And I’ve 
been very pleased with a lot of other devel- 
opments. And, as I’ve told you, I think the 
United States’ part of this, which is not re- 
lated to this development today particular- 
ly, is being handled in a proper fashion. 
And we'll have some that'll suggest more 
flamboyant courses of action for this coun- 
try, and we’re, I think, handling this prop- 
erly with allies, staying in close touch in this 
dynamic change. Try to help as develop- 
ment takes place, try to enhance reform, 
both political and economic. 

And so, the fact that I’m not bubbling 
over, maybe it’s getting along towards 
evening, because I feel very good about it. 

Q. Well, what I wanted to ask is—the 
second part of that was, is your second 
thought—what are we going to do if it 
really does explode over there—coming 
into play here? I mean, obviously, if they 
just flood into West Germany, they’re han- 
dling it now, but they’ve only gotten 
200,000. What if they get a million? What if 
they get 2 million? 

The President. Well, what I'd like to 
think is that the political change in the 
GDR would catch up very fast with this 
liberation, if you will. You may remember 
that, before I went to Poland—I think, I 
don’t know whether Jim Baker was sitting 
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next to me, I know Brent was there and 
John Sununu—and I was asked by a Polish 
journalist if I were a young Pole, what 
would my advice be. And what I said is, I 
think you ought to stay there and '‘partici- 
pate in this dramatic change in your coun- 
try. You ought to feel the surge of freedom, 
feel the move toward democracy, and be a 
part of it. 

These are Germans. And Germans love 
their country. And at some point, I think a 
lot of Germans who had felt pent in and 
unable to move are going to say, look, we 
can move. But wouldn’t it be better to par- 
ticipate in the reforms that are taking place 
in our own country? So, I think it’s too early 
to predict that because these openings are 
there that that means everybody is going to 
take off. 

Q. Do you think this will give you a 
stronger position when you go on the ship 
next month and you’re talking to President 
Gorbachev? I mean, that your side is win- 
ning? I mean, is that the kind of thing 
you're going to communicate to him? Are 
you going to say the —— 

The President. He’s already expressed his 
interest in a common European home. 
We've phrased it differently. We’ve said a 
Europe whole and free. And when you see 
citizens wanting to go and flee what has 
been an oppressive society, clearly that is a 
message that Mr. Gorbachev will under- 
stand. He sees it not only in Eastern Europe 
but he sees it inside the Soviet Union. And 
so, we'll have a good, lively—before these 
developments took place, I have said that 
we would be discussing the rapid change 
inside Eastern Europe. And we’ve been 
talking about that today, just before you all 
came in here. We’ve been talking about the 
Gorbachev meeting. And one of the things 
that we are determined we will discuss, and 
I know he'll want to discuss, is this change. 

Q. Mr. President, are you saying you 
think maybe East Germans will want to stay 
and participate in reforming their country? 
That suggests you think German reunifica- 
tion is some ways off. What is your view on 
German reunification? Does this bring it 
closer? 

The President. 1 don’t see the—I don’t 
know. I think it’s way too early to speak on 
that. I’ve spoken out on the question of 
German reunification. I notice the Presi- 


1714 


dent of France, President Mitterrand, spoke 
out. I’ve heard what Chancellor Kohl has 
had to say about it. But Michael [Mike Gelb, 
Reuters], I don’t know whether the devel- 
opment of today speeds up the day or not. 

Q. Mr. President, will you consider lifting 
Jackson-Vanik restrictions on East Germa- 
ny? 

The President. 1 will be discussing a wide 
array of those subjects with the Soviets, I’m 
sure, including—I know of their interest in 
talking about that, so we’ll be prepared to 
talk about it. 

Q. Are you going to be speaking to Chan- 
cellor Kohl in the next couple of days? 

The President. I'd like to talk to him 
soon, but he’s off in Poland. I may try to get 
him there, but I talked to him quite recent- 
ly. We confer quite regularly. 

Q. Do you talk to any of the other West- 
ern European—— 

Q. Will you try to reach Mitterrand? 

The President. Well, personally I don’t 
know. We're in—again, I talked to him very 
recently, but he might want to talk about it. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:34 p.m. in 

the Oval Office at the White House. He 

referred to Secretary of State James A. Baker 

III; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to the Presi- 

dent for National Security Affairs; and 

= H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the Presi- 
ent. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on United States Assistance for German 
Democratic Republic Emigrants 


November 9, 1989 


The United States is responding urgently 
to a request from the Government of the 
Federal Republic of Germany [FRG] for as- 
sistance in accommodating the continuing 
influx of East Germans into the Federal Re- 
public. The commander of U.S. Air Forces, 
Europe, has offered temporary housing for 
up to 6 months in 3 facilities. Processing has 
begun at a U.S. Air Force contingency hos- 
pital at Donaueschingen in the Black 
Forest. 

Additionally, the commander, U.S. Army, 
Europe, headquartered in Heidelberg, has 





inventoried all available facilities and estab- 
lished a task force, which is in direct con- 
tact with the Federal Government in Bonn. 
The President has instructed all U.S. mili- 
tary authorities in the Federal Republic, as 
well as our Embassy in Bonn, to make avail- 
able to the FRG all possible assistance. 

The President salutes the Federal Repub- 
lic for opening its doors to so many seeking 
to resettle in the West and pledges our full 
support and assistance. 


Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Upcoming Meeting 
With Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir of 
Israel 


November 9, 1989 


The President will meet with Israeli 
Prime Minister Shamir on Wednesday, No- 
vember 15, 1989. The Prime Minister will 
be in Washington for a private visit. The 
President is taking advantage of this oppor- 
tunity to meet with Prime Minister Shamir 
to discuss how to advance the Middle East 
peace process. 


Proclamation 6065—Washington 
Centennial Day, 1989 


November 9, 1989 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


On November 11, 1889, Elisha P. Ferry, 
the first Governor of Washington State, re- 
ceived a telegram from President Benjamin 
Harrison announcing that Washington had 
become the 42nd State in the Union. A 
story in the Tacoma Daily News the follow- 
ing day reflected the pride and joy felt by 
the people of the new State: 

Occupying, as it does, the very richest 
section of the whole country, with its 
wealth of inland shores lined with 
timber enough to supply the world, 
with its rich veins of valuable ores, 
with its valuable agricultural lands and 
its unparalleled scenery for beauty and 
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grandeur, combined with its un- 
equalled climate, it starts out on its life 
of statehood with not only the eyes of 
this land, but the whole world upon it. 


The area now known as Washington State 
had been inhabited by Native Americans 
for thousands of years. However, it was not 
until Captain Cook explored the region in 
1778 and returned with tales of its land, 
timber, and fur that it became known to 
the rest of the world. More explorers fol- 
lowed Cook’s path, and, in 1804, the young 
United States of America sent out an expe- 
dition led by Lewis and Clark to explore 
the area. In subsequent years, missionaries 
and pioneers journeyed across the continent 
to settle in the fertile territory charted by 
Lewis and Clark, beginning a process of 
growth and discovery that has continued to 
this day. 

In 1889, Washington State was home to 
350,000 people—fewer people than cur- 
rently live in Seattle, now its largest city. 
During the past 100 years, the State has 
grown to a population of more than 4 mil- 
lion. Today’s residents, like the pioneers 
before them, have been able stewards of 
the State’s vast forests, clear waters, grand 
mountains, and abundant wildlife. 

Since achieving statehood in 1889, Wash- 
ington has also witnessed tremendous eco- 
nomic development. Washington State has 
become a leader in aviation, computer soft- 
ware, shipbuilding, trade, forestry, agricul- 
ture, and the production of energy. The 
Puget Sound area flourishes as a gateway to 
the Pacific. Eastern Washington boasts rich 
soil that has made the State famous world- 
wide for its apples and many other crops. 

In recognition of the importance of Wash- 
ington’s contributions to the United States 
and in commemoration of its Centennial, 
the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 
209, has designated November 11, 1989, as 
“Washington Centennial Day” and has au- 
thorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of this 
day. 

Now, Therefore, I, George Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim November 11, 1989, as 
Washington Centennial Day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this ninth day of November, in the 
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year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-nine, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the two hun- 
dred and fourteenth. 


George Bush 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:39 a.m., November 13, 1989] 


Remarks to the National Association of 
Realtors in Dallas, Texas 


November 10, 1989 


Thank you, Ira. I know I speak for every- 
one here today when I salute you for serv- 
ing so ably as the president of the National 
Association of Realtors. And my best wishes 
to your successor, Norm Flynn. And let me 
also recognize—rerecognize, if you will, the 
man who is doing such wonderful work, 
bringing vision to HUD, putting through 
the tough new reforms that ensures that his 
agency serves people in need, my outstand- 
ing Secretary of HUD, Jack Kemp. I am so 
proud he’s with me here today. And of 
course, an old friend and a fine Member of 
Congress who traveled down on Air Force 
One with Barbara and Jack and me today, 
Dallas’ own Congressman Steve Bartlett. 
And of course, I’m delighted that the 
mother of the Texas Rangers boss is here 
today, my wife, Barbara, the “Silver Fox.” 

Before going into my main remarks, let 
me just say a word about the momentous 
events in East Germany. I was moved, as 
you all were, by the pictures of Berliners 
from East and West, standing atop the Wall 
with chisels and hammers, celebrating the 
opening of the most vivid symbol of the 
Iron Curtain. And then today, just on the 
plane coming down, I read a report where 
18 new border crossings would be made in 
the Wall in the near future. And to be 
honest with you, I doubted that this would 
happen in the very first year of this admin- 
istration. Twenty-eight years after the des- 
perate days of 1961, when tanks faced off at 
Check Point Charlie and that terrible bar- 
rier was built—now the East German Gov- 
ernment has responded to the wishes of its 
people. And while no one really accurately 
predicted the speed of the changes under- 
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way in Eastern Europe—and certainly I 
didn’t—but last May, right here in Texas, 
over at Texas A&M, I noted hopeful, 
indeed, remarkable signs of a Soviet break 
with the cycles of the past. And I called 
upon the Soviet Union to support self-deter- 
mination for the nations of eastern and cen- 
tral Europe and to tear down the Iron Cur- 
tain. And now we’re seeing it happen. And 
when I visited Poland and Hungary in July, 
I sensed that historically important events 
there held the seeds for even more dramat- 
ic change. 

And this played a big part in the decision 
last July made, really, at the G-7 meeting in 
Paris. On the way back, I proposed a face- 
to-face meeting with President Gorbachev 
before next spring’s summit. And the Malta 
meeting, given recent events, takes on, I 
think, even more importance than when I 
conceived the idea 34% months ago. 

The changes in recent months make clear 
that the process of reform initiated by the 
Eastern Europeans and supported by Mr. 
Gorbachev and by America and by our 
allies is real, offers us all much hope, and 
deserves our continued encouragement. 
We’re living in fascinating times, and we will 
seize every opportunity to contribute to 
lasting peace and to extend democracy. 
And in doing so, I will conduct the foreign 
policy of this great country with the pru- 
dence that these fascinating times, times of 
change demand—and with the imagination. 
The 1980’s has been the decade of Ameri- 
can renewal. And I believe that around the 
world, the 1990’s will inevitably be the 
decade of democracy. 

Ira mentioned to me that my speech is a 
special occasion for this association, and I 
said I was honored. And then Ira said, 
“Well, it’s not often that we’re addressed by 
someone who lives in public housing.” 
[Laughter] And you know something: Bar- 
bara and I get just as emotional about it 
today as the day we first walked in there. 
The truth is, I am not a real estate wizard. 
When I was elected to Congress—and I get 
reminded about this by Barbara—when I 
was elected to Congress in 1966, we needed 
to make housing arrangements up in Wash- 
ington. We were in Houston. And at that 
time, Senator Al Simpson’s father, Milward 
Simpson, was retiring and moving back to 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 / Nov. 10 


Wyoming. So, I bought the Simpson house, 
sight unseen over the telephone. And when 
we got to Washington, there were just two 
problems: We found out right away that the 
house wasn’t quite big enough for our 
family, and we found out when we put the 
place up for sale that it wasn’t worth quite 
as much as we paid for it. [Laughter] And 
that’s my claim to fame in your business. 
I’m the only person who ever lost money in 
Washington real estate in the last 20 years. 
[Laughter] Ira, where the hell were you 
when I needed you? [Laughter] 

But few people have done more for the 
real estate industry than Barbara and I 
have. We’ve moved 28—this is true—we 
have moved 28 times in our 44 years of 
marriage. [Laughter] You ought to be smil- 
ing. Now, I know what you're thinking: 
What a dream client my family would make 
for any realtor. [Laughter] In fact, [Direc- 
tor] Dick Darman over at OMB is calculat- 
ing the commissions we’ve paid over the 
years, measured as a percentage of the 
gross national product. [Laughter] 

But I came here today to lay out a com- 
prehensive agenda to help bring basic shel- 
ter and affordable housing within reach of 
millions of Americans, and I call it Ameri- 
ca’s HOPE, Homeownership and Opportu- 
nity for People Everywhere. 

But before I tell you about HOPE, I want 
to speak for just a minute about the single 
most important factor in helping millions of 
Americans realize the American Dream: 
the economy. Because the truth is, there is 
no better housing policy than a growing 
economy. And we’ve got one, one that pro- 
vides jobs and wages and opportunities for 
advancement—long-term interest rates that 
open ownership opportunities to hundreds 
of thousands of first-time home buyers be- 
cause every drop in interest rates makes it 
possible for more families to buy that home 
they want. And I pledge that my adminis- 
tration will vigorously support the mort- 
gage-interest and property-tax deductions. 
These deductions encourage home owner- 
ship, and they are vitally important to our 
overall economic prosperity. 

And all signs point to continued strength 
in the economy. November marks the 84th 
month of economic expansion—the longest 
peacetime expansion on record. And here’s 
one statistic that really hits home: mortgage 


rates are down from almost 14 percent back 
in November of ’82 to less than 10 percent 
today. And my goal and Jack’s goal, the goal 
of our entire administration—to pursue poli- 
cies that will bring them down even fur- 
ther. 

Of course, part of any responsible eco- 
nomic policy is getting our fiscal house in 
order. And I want you to know that my 
administration is hanging tough for a re- 
sponsible budget, with real deficit reduc- 
tion, no smoke and no mirrors. We don’t 
like sequestration; no one does. But we'll 
have to live with it if we have to and if it’s 
the only way to rein in spending and bring 
that deficit down to the Gramm-Rudman 
target. I’m ready to sign a budget bill 
whenever Congress is ready to strip off all 
those costly extras and add-ons hidden away 
in those omnibus spending bills. 

We're getting down to the wire, and I’m 
optimistic—optimistic that my administra- 
tion and the Congress can agree on a re- 
sponsible budget; optimistic that we’ll see 
more and more Americans prospering— 
providing better lives for their families and 
looking to all of you to help them realize 
their dreams. And I know we can count on 
you, just as we counted on your strong sup- 
port in helping to pass that 1988 Fair Hous- 
ing Act. Ira, that is a tribute to your leader- 
ship, to your strong organization, and to its 
dedication to the right of all people to be 
free from discrimination and prejudice. 

But more must be done, and that’s where 
the HOPE initiative comes in. This initia- 
tive will address the full range of housing 
concerns, from shelter for the homeless to 
affordable housing for low-income families 
to initiatives that open access to expanded 
job opportunities and help millions more 
Americans own their homes. 

Let’s start right there, with what HOPE 
can do for first-time home buyers. You all 
know about families working to buy that 
first home. Well, they deserve our help, and 
they’re going to get it. I will ask Congress 
to enact legislation allowing first-time 
buyers to draw, without penalty, on IRA 
savings as a down payment for that first 
home. 

Our HOPE initiative also means efforts to 
improve low-income housing. As you know, 
my administration rejects these costly new 
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public construction programs that, in the 
past, have too often produced the housing 
projects that symbolize the very absence of 
hope in our inner cities. There’s a better 
way: housing vouchers that empower low- 
income families to choose where they want 
to live. 

So, our idea is to create incentives for the 
construction and rehabilitation of the hous- 
ing low-income families need. That’s why 
I’m calling on Congress to renew the low- 
income housing tax credit, but make it part 
of a package that also includes the cut in 
the capital gains tax. I don’t care what the 
political opponents say, what the critics say. 
A cut in capital gains means an increase in 
jobs, investment, and growth. And I’m 
grateful for the fact that the National Asso- 
ciation of Realtors has fought hard to make 
a capital gains cut a reality. Well, let me tell 
you something: That fight is not over. 

We’ve got to go one step further, as a 
matter of fact. In those pockets of poverty 
where despair has driven out hope, we’ve 
got to eliminate the capital gains tax alto- 
gether. And that’s a key element in the 
enterprise-zone legislation that I want to 
see enacted, that Jack Kemp has worked so 
hard to produce. I’ve called on Congress to 
create at least 50 enterprise zones over the 
next 4 years to help create the jobs and 
incomes that are the real key to affordable 
housing. I hope Congress gets the message. 
It is time that we gave the green light to 
our inner-city entrepreneurs. 

And HOPE can help us reverse a trend 
that’s stunting growth and development in 
low-income areas. Over 9 million Americans 
live in these FHA-insured homes, and every 
year nearly a half a million first-time home 
buyers use FHA to help them make their 
dream affordable. My administration has an- 
nounced major reforms to ensure that FHA 
is true to its primary mission of making 
housing affordable for low- and moderate- 
income families. We will change the de- 
structive practices which have kept FHA 
out of the inner cities and distressed com- 
munities that most need its support. 

And frankly, at all levels of government, 
we have got to take a second look at some 
of the well-intended housing policies that 
actually decrease our housing supply. I’m 
talking about the excessive rules, regula- 
tions, and red tape that add unnecessarily 
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to the cost of housing by tens of thousands 
of dollars or that create perverse incentives 
to allow existing housing to deteriorate. 
And so, I’ve asked my able Secretary, Jack 
Kemp, to convene a blue ribbon commis- 
sion to identify barriers to affordable hous- 
ing and then to make recommendations on 
how these barriers can be removed. And let 
me make the first recommendation right 
here, Mr. Secretary: No city, State, or town 
should receive a single penny of HOPE 
funding until they have identified barriers 
to affordable housing in their own backyard 
and take steps to remove them. 

Someone once said, “We shape buildings; 
and thereafter, they shape us.” The same is 
true when it comes to low-income housing 
policy. That’s the real centerpiece of our 
HOPE initiative: to recapture the American 
dream of home ownership, for those who 
have been left behind, through resident 
management and resident ownership. It’s 
already working—Kenilworth-Parkside, 
back in Washington; Cochran Gardens in St. 
Louis; in East L.A., public housing through 
community leaders, like Alicia Rodriguez, 
and by encouraging nonprofit and resident 
groups. It’s going to work right here in 
Dallas—at places like Rhoads Terrace under 
the take-charge leadership of a courageous 
mother named Jessie Toles—and all across 
the United States. 

The results are promising because, you 
see, with tenants in control, we see better 
maintenance, more rents paid on time, a 
decrease in people on the welfare rolls. And 
we see something more: a sense of pride 
that is the very core of any thriving com- 
munity. I don’t know any better way to 
revive hope in our inner cities than to give 
tenants themselves a say in running their 
communities; a stake in the future; and the 
belief that they, too, can own a home. Be- 
cause the true measure of success isn’t how 
many families we add to housing assistance 
rolls; it’s how many families move up and 
out and into the ranks of homeowners. 

But let’s face it. There’s more to the 
HOPE initiative. And now I’m talking about 
people who stand in the shadows of what is 
otherwide a very bright economic picture, 
who live a nightmare in the midst of the 
American dream. We see them every day 
on the streets of our cities, sleeping on the 
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steam grates, living out of cardboard boxes. 
Of course, I’m talking about the homeless. 

And for most of us, November is the time 
of year when we start looking forward to 
the holiday season: Thanksgiving, Christ- 
mas, New Year’s. For the homeless, Novem- 
ber is the time of year the temperature 
starts to drop and simply making it through 
the night becomes a life-and-death struggle. 

Think about the children. Pretty soon 
your kids—our kids—will be dreaming 
about Christmas toys—new video game or 
the bike they’d like. And it’s different for 
kids on the street, though. I read a story not 
long ago that stuck in my mind about a 
little boy without a home. And here’s what 
he dreams about at night: “I dreamed my 
Mom got her housing assistance,” he said, 
“and we got a house with a great big back- 
yard.” But in the morning, for that little 
boy, the dream is over. He is up at 5:30 
a.m., out of a shelter and back onto the 
streets. Now, that is a tragedy because no 
child in America should have to grow up on 
the streets and every family in America 
should have a roof over its head. 

We’ve got to do better. And my adminis- 
tration is going to do its part to expand 
emergency shelters. And yesterday I signed 
a bill that substantially increases funding 
under the McKinney Act to reduce home- 
lessness. And we’re going to continue to 
push for full funding of homeless programs 
under that law. And today I’m also asking 
Jack Kemp to find new ways to put a por- 
tion of our FHA foreclosures into the hands 
of nonprofit groups, groups that are doing 
such wonderful work rehabilitating aban- 
doned homes, fighting poverty in our inner 
cities. 

But the real answer for the homeless, 
those with mental problems or dependent 
on drugs or alcohol, is shelter plus care: 
shelter supplemented by the necessary sup- 
port services to get these people the help 
they need to live in dignity. And that 
means a partnership—a combined Federal, 
State, and local effort—to supply the fund- 
ing and other resources that constitute a 
comprehensive solution for the hardcore 
homeless. And if we care about them, we’ve 
got to take more than a one-dimensional 
approach to the problem. 

The HOPE initiative will include im- 
proved coordination of basic needs, like 


shelter with other social services, to help 
the homeless get the treatment that they 
need to get control of their lives; to help 
them find and hold down jobs; to help them 
regain hope and leave life on the streets, 
leave that life behind for good. 

Helping the homeless; helping low- 
income families find affordable housing, 
decent housing; helping more of the 80 mil- 
lion Americans who don’t own a home join 
the ranks of homeowners—these are the 
aims of the HOPE initiative, and these are 
aims well within our reach. And think about 
that little boy I spoke about a moment ago. 
Think about his dream because it really is 
the American Dream, what all of us want 
for ourselves and our families. 

We must unleash the resources of the 
profit and nonprofit sectors, of churches 
and synagogues, States and localities in our 
great national enterprise to assure safe, 
decent, and affordable housing for all. And 
only then will we be able to replace hope- 
lessness with hope. And only then will we 
be able to wage war on poverty and de- 
spair. And only then will we be able to 
complete our vision of a free and prosper- 
ous America, full of opportunity for people 
everywhere. 

Thank you all very much. God bless you, 
and God bless the United States of America. 


Note: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. in 
the Chantilly Ballroom at Loew’s Anatoel 
Hotel. In his opening remarks, he referred 
to Ira Gribin, president of the association. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


White House Fact Sheet on the HOPE 
Initiative: Homeownership and 
Opportunity for People Everywhere 


November 10, 1989 


President Bush today announced an initi- 
ative to increase homeownership opportuni- 
ties for low- and moderate-income families 
and to create jobs and entrepreneurial ac- 
tivity in the Nation’s distressed urban and 
rural communities. The President’s forward- 
looking plan for housing is called HOPE— 
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Homeownership and Opportunity for 
People Everywhere. 

The major components of the plan in- 
clude a $2.1 billion matching grant program 
to encourage resident ownership of low- 
income housing, a program to combine 
housing resources with supportive services 
for the long-term homeless, and a proposal 
to allow the use of tax-deferred Individual 
Retirement Accounts (IRA’s) as downpay- 
ments by first-time homebuyers. 

Today’s announcement builds on a com- 
prehensive set of reforms introduced by 
Housing and Urban Development [HUD] 
Secretary Kemp on October 3, 1989, to re- 
store ethical, managerial, and financial in- 
tegrity to the Department’s programs, in- 
cluding the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion. 

The President’s housing and inner city 
job creation strategy embraces the follow- 
ing fundamental principles: 

¢ empowering low-income families to 

achieve self-sufficiency and have a 
stake in their communities by promot- 
ing resident management and urban 
homesteading; 

expanding homeownership and afford- 
able housing opportunities for low-to- 
moderate income families and young 
families just starting out; 

helping to end the tragedy of home- 
lessness and to provide special empha- 
sis on the long-term homeless who are 
in need of social services or health 
care; 

creating jobs and economic opportuni- 
ties in our nation’s distressed inner 
cities and rural areas. 


HopPE GRANTS 


Goal: To empower low-income families to 
become homeowners with a stake in their 
communities by providing funds for resi- 
dent homeownership in public housing, 
government-held vacant and foreclosed 
properties, and financially distressed prop- 
erties held in the FHA portfolio. 

Background: Although homeownership 
for low-income families and empowerment 
of the poor through resident management 
are two of the administration’s key goals for 
housing policy, HUD does not have perma- 
nent programs for these purposes. Current- 
ly, these goals are funded by special set- 
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asides from other programs. HOPE grants 
will enable many public housing residents 
to purchase their homes, will capitalize on 
the existing strengths and abilities of non- 
profit organizations and community-based 
housing development organizations, and 
will increase the housing resources available 
to the Nation’s poor. 

e HOPE grants will provide $2.15 billion 
over 3 years to increase homeowner- 
ship opportunities for low-income fami- 
lies. The grants will be used in public 
housing, vacant and foreclosed proper- 
ties currently held by the Government, 
and distressed properties held in the 
FHA portfolio. 

States, localities, or nonprofit organiza- 
tions will be required to provide $1 for 
every $2 in Federal HOPE grant 
funds. 

HOPE grants will be used for rehabili- 
tation, acquisition, technical assistance, 
capital reserves, security, and mort- 
gage assistance, but not for new con- 
struction. $250 million in HOPE grant 
funds will be set aside to provide re- 
placement housing for public housing 
developments that convert to low- 
income homeownership. 


SERVICE SUPPORTED HOUSING 


Goal: To combine Federal housing assist- 
ance for the long-term homeless with social 
and health care services that many home- 
less may need to address problems of sub- 
stance abuse or mental impairment. 

Background: The McKinney Act author- 
izes assistance to the homeless through a 
wide variety of programs administered by 
almost every agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment. The President remains committed to 
obtaining full funding of the McKinney Act. 
HUD administers several McKinney Act 
programs, including Transitional Housing, 
Supportive Housing, Assistance for Single 
Room Occupancy Dwellings, and Supple- 
mental Assistance for Facilities to Assist the 
Homeless. These programs work well for 
those who are temporarily homeless. The 
long-term homeless, however, are not 
equally well served by either the housing 
delivery system or the  social-service 
network. The long-term homeless need in- 
tensive services and long-term supportive 
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housing arrangements provided in a more 
systematic, coordinated manner. 
¢ Service Supported Housing will coordi- 

nate Federal housing assistance with 
supportive services that can best be 
provided by States, localities, and non- 
profit organizations. 
$728 million in Federal housing funds 
will be provided over 3 years, to be 
matched dollar for dollar by States, lo- 
calities, or nonprofit organizations. Cer- 
tain programs that are federally funded 
but locally administered, such as the 
Mental Health Block Grant program, 
may be used to provide the needed 
matching funds. 


UsE OF INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT 
ACCOUNTS FOR FIRST-TIME HOMEBUYERS 


Goal: To expand homeownership oppor- 
tunities for young families and first-time 
homebuyers. 

Background: As housing prices increase, it 
is often difficult for first-time homebuyers 
to accumulate the savings needed for a 
downpayment and closing costs. While 
moderate-income families are eligible to re- 
ceive tax-deferred treatment for savings 
through IRA’s, they are not currently per- 
mitted to make IRA withdrawals without 
penalty for what is likely to be the biggest 
investment in their lives: their homes. 

¢ The HOPE initiative will help achieve 

homeownership by allowing first-time 
homebuyers to withdraw funds in their 
tax-deferred IRA’s without penalty. 
The maximum amount that can be 
withdrawn from an IRA for a down- 
payment is $10,000 and the maximum 
house price is 110 percent of the aver- 
age area purchase price. 


PRESERVATION OF LOW-INCOME HOUSING 


Goal: To empower low-income residents 
of federally insured and subsidized-housing 
communities by giving them the opportuni- 
ty to buy their own homes in cases where 
their owners opt out of the low-income 
housing program. 

Background: Over the next 15 years, 
owners of some 334,000 units of FHA-in- 
sured multifamily housing will become eli- 
gible to prepay their mortgages, thereby 
potentially eliminating low-income use re- 
strictions on these properties. With the 


HOPE initiative, and depending on circum- 
stances, different methods may be used to 
protect tenants. These include giving 
tenant groups first right to purchase and 
convert their building to a resident-owned 
cooperative; providing Federal aid for such 
conversions; giving owners additional finan- 
cial aid to maintain lower income occupan- 
cy, or if owners elect to convert their 
projects and sever their relationship with 
HUD, protecting tenants with housing 
vouchers, thereby helping them afford 
higher rents. 
¢ If an owner decides to prepay, HOPE 
will offer resident groups and nonprofit 
organizations the opportunity and the 
resources to purchase their buildings 
and become homeowners. In such 
cases, tenants will have a right of first 
refusal to purchase their projects. 
Tenants will receive an amount equal 
to the present value of 10 years of 
housing vouchers, to be used for acqui- 
sition, rehabilitation, technical assist- 
ance, and other uses. Housing vouch- 
ers, the administration’s principal tool 
for assisting low-income families with 
housing, give eligible families the dif- 
ference between 30 percent of their 
income and the amount that is needed 
to obtain suitable housing in their com- 
munity. 
Once purchased by a _ low-income 
family, units may only be resold to 
other low-income families. 


Low-INCOME HOUSING TAX CREDIT 


Goal: To extend tax incentives needed to 
encourage the private sector to construct 
and rehabilitate the Nation’s rental housing 
stock and make it available to low-income 
families and the working poor. 

Background:  Tenant-based housing 
vouchers and certificates are the Federal 
Government’s primary tool for assisting 
rental households. However, direct rental 
assistance is only one tool for meeting the 
need for low-income rental assistance. The 
low-income housing tax credit was included 
in the Tax Reform Act of 1986 as an incen- 
tive for the development of new rental 
housing opportunities. States have the au- 
thority to allocate credits to their most im- 
portant needs, and the program encourages 
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the participation of nonprofit organizations. 

The tax credit expires at the end of this 

year. 

¢ The HOPE initiative proposes to 

renew the low-income housing tax 
credit as part of a package of reforms 
that includes a cut in the capital gains 
tax. 
Residents and nonprofit organizations 
will ultimately be given an option to 
purchase properties constructed or re- 
habiliated using the low-income hous- 
ing tax credit. 


ENTERPRISE ZONES 


Goal: To provide tax incentives to help 
promote entrepreneurship and create jobs 
in our nation’s distressed urban and rural 
communities. 

Background: Incentives are needed to 
create jobs and prumote entrepreneurial ac- 
tivity in distressed urban and rural commu- 
nities that have too often been redlined for 
despair. 

¢ HOPE includes a proposal to create 50 

enterprise zones that will provide in- 
centives for low-income workers and 
attract seed capital for business devel- 
opment. It will eliminate the capital 
gains tax rate on tangible investments 
located in the enterprise zones. 

¢ The refundable tax credit for low- 

income employees provides for a tax 
credit of up to $525, or 5 percent of 
the first $10,500 in wages earned by an 
employee in an enterprise zone. 
Expensing of investor purchases of cor- 
porate stock in enterprise zone busi- 
nesses will create the seed capital 
needed for new businesses by allowing 
investors immediately to deduct the 
cost of their investment, up to $50,000 
per investor. 

A zero capital gains tax rate will apply 
to capital gains realized on tangible 
assets in enterprise zones and will be a 
powerful incentive for entrepreneur- 
ship in inner cities that are now with- 
out appreciable business activity or 
jobs. 


HOUSING OPPORTUNITY ZONES 


Goal: To help eliminate barriers that 
States and localities all too often erect that 
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make housing less affordable for low- and 
moderate-income fanuilies. 


Background: The principles behind the 
enterprise-zone concept can be used to 
spur construction or rehabilitation of hous- 
ing in many inner city areas that have large 
amounts of poor housing, limited homeown- 
ership, vacant land, or abandoned and sub- 
standard housing. 

¢ The HOPE initiative proposes 50 hous- 

ing opportunity zones, which will 
target Federal incentives to those dis- 
tressed communities that best remove 
tax and regulatory barriers to afford- 
able housing. 

Zones will be chosen through a com- 
petitive process from applications by 
local and State governments. Appli- 
cants that best identify and institute 
plans to remove barriers—such as ex- 
clusive zoning, regressive property tax 
burdens, complex building codes, rent 
controls, excessive fees—will be select- 
ed. 

¢ The Federal incentives provided in- 

clude targeted FHA insurance and 
rental rehabilitation grants at $70 mil- 
lion per year. 


ADDITIONAL ELEMENTS OF THE HOPE 
INITIATIVE 


Frail Elderly: Elderly people are often in 
need of supportive services to help them 
stay in their homes and avoid institutional- 
ization. The HOPE initiative includes a 
demonstration project to provide service- 
supported housing for the frail elderly by 
coupling housing vouchers with assistance 
to help pay the costs of the services they 
need. 


Operation Bootstrap: Housing assistance is 
an essential part of the social safety net, but 
for families capable of working it should be 
a transitional tool that helps them achieve 
self-sufficiency and join the economic main- 
stream. Beginning in fiscal year 1991, all 
tenant-based vouchers and certificates will 
require public housing authorities and local 
governments to help welfare families and 
those with low earnings achieve upward 
mobility through job training, child care, 
transportation, and other assistance. 
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Statement by Press Secretary Fitzwater 
on the President’s Telephone 
Conversation With Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl of the Federal Republic of 
Germany 


November 10, 1989 


Chancellor Kohl called to give the Presi- 
dent a thorough briefing on the first part of 
his trip to Poland and on developments in 
East Germany. The President congratulated 
the Chancellor on the Federal Republic’s 
handling of the situation with respect to 
East Germany and promised the full coop- 
eration of the United States. The Chancellor 
asked the President to tell the American 
people, “Without the United States, this day 
would not have been possible.” The Presi- 
dent and Chancellor Kohl agreed that these 
dramatic developments make the Malta 
meeting even more important and agreed 
to consult closely between now and the 
meeting. They agreed to talk again next 
week. 

The call occurred at 3:29 p.m. c.s.t. and 
lasted approximately 18 minutes. 


Remarks at a Republican Fundraising 
Dinner in Dallas, Texas 


November 10, 1989 


Thank you very much, Governor, and 
thank all of you for that warm welcome. 
Thank you, Bill. Rita, it’s so good to see you. 
Our secretary of state, George Bayoud, and 
Fred Meyer and Penny Butler and so many 
others. 

Fred McClure, who you just heard sing, is 
an Assistant to the President at the top 
level of the White House. And he’s in 
charge of our congressional relations, a very 
difficult and trying job, it seems. But never- 
theless, he has a lovely voice, and I’m de- 
lighted to know of this talent. He’s hidden 
it, hidden his light under a bushel up there. 
We may have a new way of cajoling Senator 
Mitchell and some of the others to do it the 
way we want done. [Laughter] Fred, thank 
you. 

And of course, seeing Bob Dedman here 
and the other chairmen and cochairmen 
just reminds me that if you want to get 


something done and done right, get a busy 
person, a successful person. Bob, I’m so 
pleased to see you again, and your co-work- 
ers. And it’s great to be back in the Metro- 
plex, especially in a city that forgot to finish 
the roof on its biggest stadium. [Laughter] 
And of course, in the good old days, as Jerry 
knows, any Dallas Cowboy fan would tell 
you this was so God could see His team 
play. [Laughter] Well, the Cowboys are 
coming back. They kicked the Redskins in 
our new hometown the other day. 

But, Bill, you and I do go back a long 
way—long before either of us got into poli- 
tics. And we shared common goals in busi- 
ness and in politics. We also have a lot in 
common as public speakers. We’ve certainly 
been accused of making our share of verbal 
gaffes. But so what if we’ve been known to 
put our foot in our mouth from time to 
time? I just hope that your foot is as silver 
as mine. [Laughter] 

At least you’re a colorful character. I 
guess the whole country has heard of the 
story—at least it got widespread play up in 
Washington—of how the Governor, eating 
in a Dallas restaurant when a holdup took 
place—and how you just kept right on 
eating his hamburger through the whole 
ordeal. I’m not sure that was Texas courage, 
hunger, the need for new glasses or a hear- 
ing aid. But nevertheless—{/aughter|—— 

I would not, nor Barbara—we wouldn’t 
have missed this affair for anything. Over 
the years, I have come to depend on Bill’s 
steady friendship and his sound advice, and 
so have the people of Texas. And tonight’s 
tribute is our way of letting you know just 
how much we appreciate you. 

Your first term, Bill, was a glorious time 
for Texas and a memorable chapter in the 
political history of our State. They say in 
west Texas that a mile between fenceposts 
is a long distance, but a mile between towns 
is short. Well, Bill, the time between these 
two terms of yours was short enough to 
preserve the gains you had achieved, but it 
was long enough to prove just how right 
you were about what works for Texas. Of 
course, there are those cynics who still say 
that on the day Bill Clements returned as 
Governor that the Texas National Guard 
switched back to plaid fatigues. [Laughter] 
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But we all know that in the middle years 
of the decade humor was in short supply in 
our State. And when you hit the comeback 
trail, houses could be had for payments, and 
tens of thousands of blue-collar providers 
just couldn’t provide. Bill, Texas was in 
trouble. And Texas needed a leader. And 
Texas needed you. 


Now, optimism has returned to the most 
optimistic State in the Union. Texas em- 
ployment is up. Construction permits are 
up. Retail sales are up. Once again, Texas is 
a magnet for business and for research 
projects like the superconducting super col- 
lider. The space industry is starting to take 
off, and the eyes of Texas are once again on 
the stars. All this adds up to jobs, prosperity, 
and a decent shot at happiness for countless 
families. So, the comeback of Bill Clements 
has meant nothing less than the comeback 
of Texas. 

And these have also been comeback years 
for America. True, we still do face some 
extraordinarily difficult national problems. 
But tough national problems require noth- 
ing less than national solutions. And that’s 
why I’m pleased to work so closely with Bill 
Clements and the other 49 chief executives 
in the States. 


Bill and I share a similar approach on 
many issues, starting with crime fighting. 
Thanks to him, prison sentences in Texas 
are again measured in years, not meted out 
by the available square feet. And I believe 
we need this same disciplined, tough ap- 
proach in Washington, starting with my ad- 
ministration’s crime control legislation to 
toughen Federal sentences. And I believe 
Congress should help us now by putting the 
handcuffs on the criminals and not on the 
courts. And I’d like to see them get moving 
on this anticrime legislation. 


And we share a similar approach, the 
Governor and I, to fighting drugs. Texas has 
tightened its probation, its parole system so 
that ex-cons must now be drug free to be 
free. And the Texas Narcotics Control Pro- 
gram, I am told, has used a $12 million 
Federal investment to seize more than 
$350 million worth of drugs, and the Texas 
National Guard is on the alert for smug- 
glers. And this is exactly the kind of tough- 
minded strategy that America needs and 
that I proposed and, again, that the Con- 
gress must pass. 
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And Bill and I also share a similar ap- 
proach on education reform. At this Char- 
lottesville summit that I’m sure you read 
about, the Governors joined me in an his- 
toric compact to give our schools all across 
the country greater flexibility in return for 
greater accountability. And I am pleased to 
note that this was exactly what Governor 
Clements is already doing: rewarding good 
schools through the Educational Excellence 
Program. 

And finally, as a former Deputy Secretary 
of Defense, Bill shares my view that the 
best way to keep America and the West 
free is to keep the United States of America 
strong. Of course, we all look now with 
hope in our hearts at the amazing changes 
in Eastern Europe, indeed, in the Soviet 
Union itself. We look at it with encourage- 
ment and with hope. Yet this country must 
not and cannot base its foreign policy or its 
national security aspirations on one man 
inside the Soviet Union or anywhere else. 


I do look forward to meeting with Presi- 
dent Gorbachev off the coast of Malta early 
in December. Because this is not a summit, 
we will leave the detailed arms-control pro- 
posals to the true summit, to be held next 
year. But there will be plenty for us to talk 
about this year: regional issues, some global 
ones, including the environment. And I'll 
also make it clear to him that we want to 
see his reforms succeed. We all have a 
stake, and our kids and our grandchildren, 
in seeing his reforms succeed. And I will 
tell Mr. Gorbachev what his government 
can do to improve relations with the United 
States of America and with our allies. 


We're living in exciting times. The rapidi- 
ty of change is mind-boggling. And I will do 
my level-best to conduct an imaginative for- 
eign policy. But I will be prudent. I must be 
that. I will do my best to move freedom 
forward. 


One last point, and I think you will enjoy 
this. I just talked to Chancellor Kohl over at 
the hotel. He called me from Germany. He 
came back from Poland, as you know, to 
Germany, and now he’s returning either to- 
night or tomorrow to Poland. And I talked 
to him and he asked me to share with the 
American people his conviction, which he 
stated publicly in Berlin today, that this re- 
markable change that is taking place in 
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Eastern Europe, most recently in the 
German Democratic Republic, could never 
have taken place without the steadfast loyal 
support of the Unitied States of America. 
And he asked me to tell the American 
people this, and he is absolutely right about 
it. 

We’ve touched on several issues here— 
many issues important to Texas and the 
Nation. But I must note that Texas is now at 
the threshold of a new era. In just a little 
more than one year, Texans will choose a 
new Governor. And when I consider the 
talented Republicans who are running to 
succeed Bill, I can’t help but say that, with 
continued Republican leadership, Texas 
cannot lose. And I am proud to be on this 
platform with several of these very distin- 
guished Texans who are in this race, willing 
to roll up their sleeves, get into the public 
arena, and go to work to help our State. 

As you would expect, a Texas Democratic 
friend of mine had his own ideas about the 
election. He offered me his prediction that 
the next Governor of this State would be 
that smart, silver-haired, feisty, outspoken 
Lone Star Lady with a sharp sense of 
humor. And I said, no way, not possible. 
Barbara is very happy in the White House. 
[Laughter] 

But the election is a year away. Tonight, 
we’re gathered here to honor this Governor 
who’s still at work: still building a safer 
legacy of safer streets and better schools, of 
good government, decency and _ honor, 
greater opportunity. 

Governor, Texas is a mythic place, a land 
of heroes. And their very names are the 
stuff of legend: Davy Crockett and Sam 
Houston and Stephen Austin. And I predict 
that when some future historian writes the 
history of modern Texas, there will be room 
for another hero, another great Texas 
leader. And his name will be Bill Clements. 
Thank you, Bill, for your service to our 
great State. And may I ask you to join me 
in a toast. To Bill and Rita, to you, and to 
Texas. And God bless our wonderful State, 
and God bless the United States of America. 
To the Clements. Thank you all. It’s a great 
pleasure to be with you. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:56 p.m. in 
the Crystal Room at the Grand Kempinski 
Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to Mrs. 
Rita Clements; Fred Meyer, Texas Republi- 


can Party chairman; Penny Butler, Republi- 
can national committeewoman from Texas; 
Bob Dedman, chief executive officer of 
Club Corp. of America; and Jerry Jones, 
owner of the Dallas Cowboys football team. 
A tape was not available for verification of 
the content of these remarks. 


Statement on Signing the Child 
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization 
Act of 1989 

November 10, 1989 


As I sign into law H.R. 24, the “Child 
Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization Act of 
1989,” I commend the Congress for includ- 
ing a provision in this bill that will provide 
help to thousands of needy pregnant 
women, infants, and children who are at 
nutritional risk. 

As President, I seek to improve the 
health and well-being of our children. I am 
firmly committed to helping nutritionally 
deficient children obtain improved nourish- 
ment that will give them a better start in 
life. The WIC program is vital to this effort. 

But as I explained in my Inaugural Ad- 
dress, we have more will than wallet. I 
called for us all to work together—State and 
Federal governments and local communi- 
ties—to find ways to address national prior- 
ities. One of the changes made by H.R. 24 
to the WIC program is an excellent exam- 
ple of how innovative ideas can overcome 
the constraints of our limited “national 
wallet.” 

Over one-third of WIC food dollars are 
spent on infant formula. Unfortunately, for- 
mula prices have risen rapidly, putting ad- 
ditional pressure on already tight WIC 
budgets. A few years ago, several innovative 
States began looking for ways to reduce 
infant formula prices for WIC babies. 
Today, 28 States are running competitive 
bidding systems in which the infant formula 
company offering the lowest net price be- 
comes the State’s formula supplier. Most 
other States also have started infant formula 
cost-reduction initiatives. By utilizing the 
competitive forces of the market, these 
State laboratories of innovation were able to 
use savings of $300 million to increase WIC 
participation by 500,000 this year. 
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H.R. 24 will expand WIC participation 
even more. States buying infant formula 
through competitive bidding save more 
than States using other cost-cutting systems. 
By moving all States to competitive bidding 
systems, this bill will save an additional $40 
million and allow 68,000 more needy preg- 
nant women, infants, and children to par- 
ticipate in WIC. 

In joining to support this improvement in 
WIC, the Administration and the Congress 
have created an opportunity to help the 
neediest segments of our population. We 
will implement competitive bidding as 
quickly and effectively as possible so that 
thousands of poor, nutritionally deficient 
women, infants, and children may receive 
the help they need. The Secretary of Agri- 
culture will make speedy implementation of 
this initiative a top priority. The results of 
the many State competitive bidding experi- 
ments will also be evaluated for their value 
in increasing participation in the nation- 
wide WIC system. 

This is the kind of action we must 
pursue—obtaining better value for each 
dollar of Federal spending—if we are to 
make progress on pressing national con- 
cerns. 


George Bush 
The White House, 
Novem_zr 10, 1989. 


Note: H.R. 24, approved November 10, was 
assigned Public Law No. 101-147. 
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November 4 

In the morning, the President met with 
advisers at Camp David, MD, to discuss his 
upcoming meeting with President Mikhail 
S. Gorbachev of the Soviet Union. 
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November 5 

In the evening, President Bush had 
dinner with former President Nixon in the 
Residence at the White House, to discuss 
the former President’s trip to China. 


November 6 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—Prime Minister Kamisese Mara of Fiji; 

—former national security adviser Zbig- 
niew Brzezinski, for lunch, to discuss 
current developments in the Soviet 
Union; 

—Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, Secretary of 
State of the Vatican; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the afternoon, the President attended 
a reception in the Residence at the White 
House for members of GOPAC, an organi- 
zation which provides instruction and infor- 
mation on promoting Republicans on the 
local legislative level. 


November 7 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—leaders of the American-Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, an organiza- 
tion which provides relief and welfare 
services to Jewish communities in 34 
countries; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

In the evening, the President attended a 
fundraising reception for Senator Mark Hat- 
field of Oregon at the National Republican 
Senatorial Committee headquarters. 


November 8 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 





the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 

President; 

—the Republican congressional leader- 

ship; 

—members of the Heritage Foundation’s 

President’s Club. 

The following individuals will comprise 
the Presidential delegation to observe the 
Constituent Assembly election in Namibia, 
November 9-15, 1989: 


Delegation Chairman 
The Honorable Edmund Muskie 
Congressional Delegates 


The Honorable Dan Burton (R-IN) 
The Honorable Robert Dornan (R-CA) 
The Honorable Donald M. Payne (D-NJ) 


Public Delegate 


The Honorable John Bolton, Assistant 
Secretary of State 


Private Delegates 
Fred Bush (MD) 
Hodding Carter (VA) 
Maurice Dawkins (VA) 
Jeanne Ferst (GA) 
Jack Stein (NY) 
Dr. Alvin Thomas (TX) 


November 9 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President; Brent Scowcroft, Assistant to 
the President for National Security Af- 
fairs; and members of the CIA briefing 
staff; 

—the Vice President, for lunch; 

—John H. Sununu, Chief of Staff to the 
President. 

The President declared that a major dis- 
aster exists in Buchanan County, Virginia, as 
a result of severe storms, flooding, and mud- 
slides that occurred on October 16-17. He 
directed the Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency to provide assistance to supple- 
ment local recovery efforts. 

In the evening, the President hosted a 
state dinner for President Corazon C. 
Aquino of the Philippines in the State 
Dining Room at the White House. 
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Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted November 6 


Anthony C.E. Quainton, 

of Washington, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Peru. 


Bradley P. Holmes, 

of Virginia, to be United States Coordinator 
for International Communications and In- 
formation Policy, with the rank of Ambassa- 
dor, vice Sonia Landau, resigned. 


G. Kim Wincup, 

of Maryland, to be an Assistant Secretary of 
the Army, vice Delbert L. Spurlock, Jr., re- 
signed. 


Gene W. Shepard, 

of Iowa, to be United States Attorney for 
the Southern District of Iowa for the term 
of 4 years, vice Richard C. Turner, de- 
ceased. 


Withdrawn November 6 


Sonia Landau, 

of New York, to be Coordinator for Interna- 
tional Communications and Information 
Policy, with the rank of Ambassador, vice 
Diana Lady Dougan, resigned, which was 
sent to the Senate on January 3, 1989. 


Submitted November 7 


Barry L. Harris, 

of Maine, to be Deputy Administrator of 
the Federal Aviation Administration, vice 
Barbara McConnell Barrett, resigned. 


Robert W. Houk, 
of Ohio, to be Public Printer, vice Ralph E. 
Kennickell, Jr., resigned. 





Administration of George Bush, 1989 


Submitted November 8 


Cynthia S. Perry, 

of Texas, to be Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Burundi. 


Robert G. Joseph, 

of Virginia, for the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service as United States 
Commissioner on the U.S.-U.S.S.R. Standing 
Consultative Commission. 


Scott A. Sewell, 

of Maryland, to be United States Marshal 
for the District of Maryland for the term of 
4 years, vice John W. Spurrier, term ex- 
pired. 


Douglas B. Comer, 
of Virginia, to be Deputy Commissioner of 
Patents and Trademarks, vice Donald W. 
Peterson, resigned. 


Mary L. Schapiro, 

of the District of Columbia, to be a member 
of the Securities and Exchange Commission 
for the term of 5 years expiring June 5, 
1994 (reappointment). 


Subn-iited November 9 


Stephen J. Ledogar, 

of Connecticut, a career member of the 
Senior Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, for the rank of Ambassador 
during his tenure of service as U.S. Repre- 
sentative to the Conference on Disarma- 
ment. 


Gerald E. Rosen, 

of Michigan, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of Michigan, 
vice Philip Pratt, deceased. 


Donald J. Lee, 

of Pennsylvania, to be United States District 
Judge for the Western District of Pennsyl- 
vania, vice Hubert I. Teitelbaum, retired. 


Edward J. Philbin, 

of California, to be a member of the Inter- 
state Commerce Commission for a term ex- 
piring December 3, 1993, vice Heather J. 
Gradison, term expired. 
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